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Editor’'s Piece

Almost Overwhelmed

Nick Lockett

When | posted a message on the e-group
saying that | was a bit short of material for
this issue, the response was staggering.
Thank you all very much. So many of the
items were topical | just had to squeeze
them all in somehow - by the Autumn they
would be past their use-by date.

Jim has written an excellent synopsis of
the second healthcare day and Bev Reeve
kindly allowed me to add some of the
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www.nfrs.org

For a membership form please

send a sae to the above address d

print the form from the web site.
NFRS membership forms will be

available at all ERC events

pictures she took of the tumour removal.

Jan has written about her experience of
having an elderly rat spayed and describes
the process of nursing her back to health.

Both these articles stand as testament to
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the skill of Lyndon Basha at the Animal
Ark. | shall be sending complimentary
copies of this newsletter to both Bev and
Lyndon.

Unfortunately owing to another commit-
ment | was unable to go to Parham Park
but judging by the enthusiasm displayed
by Jo in her piece, it is an event not to be
missed next year.

Lian has provided her regular agility
results section and also something
completely different!

Lucy describes how she started going to
rat shows thinking she might be treated as
an outsider but discovered that the word
doesn’t seem to exist within our commu-
nity.

Not satisfied with looking after her own
rats, Michelle describes how she has been
helping to tame RSPCA rescues.

I hope you find it interesting reading.
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AGM Arrangements

Nick Lockett

The AGM will take place at my house in
Great Totham (see inside front cover for
address). As we are not too sure how long
the formal part of the meeting will take we
are allowing a little extra time and revers-
ing the usual running order for socials.

Doors will open at 10:00 and agility, raffle
etc. will take place in the morning. The
barbecue will start soon after midday and
the meeting proper will start no later than
2:00 pm.

I’'m hoping the weather will be fine so we
can sit outsidel have very few garden
chairs so if you have a folding chair and
are coming by car please bring it with
you.

I look forward to seeing you.

7 ‘ 7 ‘ <7

This is mentioned later in the newslettef
but since it may be short notice for some
of you I'm repeating it in a prominent
position so you don’t miss it.

Mark Sutton is hosting a social at his
house on 31st July. Doors open at 11:00
and there will be the usual competitions
and agility event.

Weather permitting it will be a barbecue
and Mark has asked for contributions o
salad type dishes.

Ratty Number Plates

Do you fancy something
different!!

Lian Vince

As many of you will know | have a
personalised plate on my car L99 RAT
and my ‘other half' Kevin has K99 RAT
on his Dragstar motorbike, and awaiting
the relevant documentation for his Harley
is X99 RAT.

Ok now I’'m not suggesting that you all go
and get RAT number plates, but if you are
interested try the D.V.L.A website
www.dvla.gov.org But how about a

slightly different plate! Yes ‘show plates’
as some of them are called are classed as
‘illegal’ but having a different logo on the
side or an unusual slogan underneath is
something that can be enjoyed and will not
necessarily get you tugged by the police.

So the Harley's plate has a black rat police
logo on each side and a Harley Davidson
Logo ghost, and you can just make out the
slogan ‘My First Harley’ as iis Kevin's

first Harley.




My own number plate has my stud name
(Rowangate Stud) as the slogan and if you
have seen my website
www.rowangate.co.uiou will recognise
the rat wizard!

here is the wizard in his full glory!

At the moment the Dragstar is currently
garaged but as soon as it comes back out
(well Kev can only ride one at a time!!!)

I'll take a photo for you all to see.

Should you fancy a number plate with a
difference give lan Neale a try, he’s the
guy who made all my number plates for
me and he is very reasonably priced, under
£20 for the two car plates, and if you let
him know what you want he’ll try and
produce it. His number is 07973 129559,
or his e-mail
number.plates@btinternet.com

Since Lian wrote the first draft of this
article, the Dragstar has indeed come out
of the garage and she has sent these
pictures.



Rat Healthcare Day
18th June 2005

Jim Graham

A red hot Saturday saw my daughter and
myself arriving at Goodmayes for this
event to be held at the Animal Ark
Veterinary centre. After a long trek from
the station — OK it's just around the corner
— we arrived in plenty of time for the 1.30
p.m. start. Several others were already
there and Lora was issuing nametags,
folders and organising the buffet lunch.
Once the majority had arrived we started
with a guided tour of the centre which was
followed by lunch — although we were
under strict instructions from Lora to
‘graze’ on the masses of food throughout
the afternoon!

Lisa-Maria Forbes then gave a short talk
on animal healing through the ability to
“channel energy through her hands”. This
was followed by a demonstration using
one of Lora’s rats, Billy as the assistant.
Now, | may be a bit of a cynic and
listening to Lisa-Maria describe the
actions and success stories didn'’t really
improve my view of this type of healing.
However, once her hands were above but
not touching Billy who was resting in the
crook of Lora’s arm, he immediately
began to brux and boggle his eyes for
England. So he appeared to be feeling
something. The crowning piece came
after a few minutes when Billy, obviously
wanting to make sure the right bits got the
full effect, turned himself around and
presented his rear foot (which has the start
of a bumble foot infection on it) to the
hands of Lisa-Maria. That certainly
convinced everybody that there was
something in this technique.

The next couple of hours were spent with
Lyndon Basha going in depth through the
various handouts contained in the folder
we were given earlier. These included
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Parasites, Bumble Foot, Tumours,
Respiratory Diseases, Hind leg paralysis
and Kidney disease. We also had a brief
demonstration of claw clipping — good old
Billy again — and also how to feel for
abdominal tumours. Billy certainly did
sterling work and very patiently too. A
great deal was covered and | know that |
won't remember it all. However some of
the bits that stuck are:

Lavender is very bad for rats — it
destroys respiratory tracts.

You are the one that knows your rats
best and will probably notice strange
behaviour before the rat succumbs to
serious illness. But it is a good idea
to check on a regular basis such
things as weight, skin tone (tenting),
feet, teeth and for the dreaded
lumps. | now have a chart for each
rat to be completed on a fortnightly
check.

Microwave bedding to eradicate
mites (you have to treat the rat too,
but not in the microwave!!). Three
hours of sunshine will also do the
trick for bedding, but for the other
364 days
Sometime in October new regula-
tions come into effect for Vet
practices. Only those medicines
which have been tested and licensed
against each particular type of pet
can be prescribedithout a signed
waiver/authority from the owner.
Because of the cost involved in
obtaining the licence, you can
imagine that most manufacturers

will only go through the testing for
dogs/cats. Drugs such as Baytril in
liquid and pill form will be affected

by this bureaucracy. It seems
worthwhile to discuss this with your
vet now to see how they are dealing
with it.

There is a new anaesthetic (I can’t
remember the name) which is much




safer for animals. It is expensive
and would add around £5 to the cost
of an operation for a rat.

Ipakitine powder (which we got a
sample of in the goody bag) has had
good results in reducing the strain on
the kidneys for those rats suffering
from hind leg paralysis caused by
kidney disease.

This is only a sample of what we got
through in the time and by now it was
about 6 p.m.

The next session was not to be for the
squeamish and involved the removal of a
tumour. Beverly, wearing a wonderful rat-
hat, had kindly provided Teena as the
patient and Billy seemed quite relieved at
this. About a dozen of us crowded into the
operating theatre to observe the procedure.
After anaesthetising Teena and shaving
the area to be operated on, a small (15mm)
incision was made above the tumour area.
Lyndon then merely squeezed the tumour
out, tied off the blood supply to the
tumour and snipped the cord. Job done.
stitches later and Teena was groggily
coming around. The whole operation
probably took as long as it has taken you
to read this paragraph. No mess, no blood.
(My three look nervously every time |

walk past holding my Swiss army
penknife...). If nothing else, observing

the simplicity of the procedure has
removed the dreadful fear that of one of
my rats may get a tumour. The actual
tumour removed was passed around those
who attended and felt a bit like slightly
warm playdoh — only much lighter.
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That rounded off a fantastic session.
Nobody left feeling that it hadn’t been
extremely worthwhile. The comments that
| have read on Fancy-Rats forum were
gushing with praise and everyone wants to
go back again for more. However there
was even more good news, we each got a
goody bag before we left. Samples of
bedding, food, Ipakitine powder, small

animal shampoo, keyrings & badges,
treats, more information leaflets, rat
variety poster etc, etc, AND a tube of Jaffa
cakes.

Lora had organised everything superbly
and | would certainly recommend anyone
interested in their pets to attend a session.
Lastly, for the ladies...he’s married and no
he doesn’t want to move practice yet!!

Bev took pictures during the surgery and
has kindly agreed to their being repro-
duced here. I've selected three from the
full set which can be viewed on Bev’s web-
site

www.freewebs.com/miscrats/
tumoursurgery.htm

There you will also find a description of
the procedure.

Ed.
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Teena with the tumour removed.
The red ‘string’ is the blood supply which
is tied off before separation and closure.
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A neat bit of stitching!
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The finishing touches. The frighteningly
large syringe contains rehydration fluid.

Ratty Treats

Jan Everett.

| always thought that banana was the top
favourite treat for rats, but wondered how
many of you have ever tried offering a
little mashed potato? Our rats are offered
a little of our vegetables each evening, and
with this in mind | cook most of our vege-
tables without salt. My son has two bucks,
Bert and Ernie, who seem to know when
he is due home from work as they sit by
the cage door in waiting. When offered
the dish each one always grabs the potato
first — once Bert grabbed banana and
rushed off to the back of the cage with it,
however he soon dropped it when he real-
ised his mistake and came back in search
of his ball of mashed potato! | now think

Healthcare Product

Michelle Boyd

My boy Maurice had some scabs under his
chin and on his shoulders, so | remem-
bered a product many years ago for rats, a
tea tree cream.

| went into Pets at Home in Colchester and
looked for this product but | did not see it
anywhere. | wandered into the dog section
on treatments and found this tea tree
cream called “Denes”, a skin cream for
cats and dogs. It comes in a small tub and
costs £2.99. Itis very handy to have in
your first aid kit for your rats, and for a
small price, peace of mind.

ahead and save some mashed potato in the

fridge if | know | won’t be cooking any
the next day, but | have been known to
cook some especially to feed to a conva-
lescent ratty.



Volunteer Work for the
RSPCA

Michelle Boyd

Recently | have been doing volunteer
work for the RSPCA. 1 justtry to

socialize the unwanted rats, which there
are many of. Unlike my own rats at home,
you cannot pick them up straight away.
Many of the rats are so scared to be
touched, it is obvious from the start that
they have never been handled and their
only instinct is to nip you or just run away
from you. | always take some bribes with
me to make them come to the front of the
cage; in most cases they just snatch the
food and hide away again. You have to be
very quick to try to catch them, and some
cases | can get very lucky and actually
catch them.

When you do actually catch them (after
several tries), they are very a quick at first
but they soon get used to being stroked
and soon calm down. Unfortunately as |
work full time | can only manage to do
this work about once a month, but it is so
rewarding for me but also for the un-
wanted rats.

On one of my trips | spotted a Striped
Roan buck, but I did not take him as |
thought he would be snapped up. On
another visit (two weeks after) he was still
there. | spent about 1 hour just to get him
and put him in a show tank. Eventually he
got in the show tank and | took him home.
| called him Maurice and he is rubbing
against me to put his scent on me. It will
take some time for him to get fully used to
being handled, but it will be worth it in the
end.

Spaying an Elderly Doe

Jan Everett

My current two pet does, aged 20 months,
are probably happier together than any rats
I've previously owned, so | was very
surprised to see what appeared to be spots
of blood on their bedding. Surely they
hadn’t been fighting? | examined them
both but couldn’t find any sign of injury

on either animal, but then as one climbed
up to my shoulder she left a salmon-pink
urine mark on my white T-shirt. Yet
neither animal seemed unwell or was
behaving any differently from usual.

| took both animals to the vet — they had
never been separated, so | was in the habit
of taking them together so that the trip was
less stressful. The vet examined them
both and prescribed a 2 week course of
antibiotics. During this treatment there
seemed to be an improvement, though the
symptoms didn’t clear up completely and |
noticed that Stripe was losing weight.

Back we went to the vet. He suggested
keeping both animals in so that he could
examine them under anaesthetic and also
take an X-ray if necessary to diagnose the
problem.

Later that day when | collected them, the
vet had given Spot a clean bill of health.
Under the anaesthetic he had been able to
feel that Stripe’s uterus felt abnormal and
was probably infected, or had a cyst or
tumour. There had been no need for an X-
ray. He suggested that it was best to have
Stripe spayed and that during that
procedure he would also be able to
examine her bladder.

| agreed. | have never been very keen on
the idea of submitting rats to surgery but
on this occasion | didn't think there was a
choice. Stripe was already losing weight
and would probably die or be PTS if she
wasn’t spayed. So the date was booked



and Stripe was started on Bauytril.

Now Stripe has always been a little rat,
much more active than Spot, and far less
interested in food. She was definitely one
who ate to live, whereas Spot lived to eat.
During Stripe’s iliness Spot had actually
gained weight as | had been reluctant to
reduce their food in case Stripe couldn’t
find anything she fancied left in the bowl.

| bought some Ferretvite and gave Stripe a
little every day and also offered her extra
bits and pieces whilst her cage-mate slept,
to try to build her up before the surgery.
The hand-feeding worked well and by the

it best not to let Spot climb all over her.
Perhaps Stripe needed some time to rest
on her own. She refused to eat or drink. |
think by now the pain relief the vet had
given was beginning to wear off and she
was beginning to feel the effects of the
surgery. | ground up some Vitalin in the
food processor and made up a sloppy
mixture. | had also bought some Heinz
powdered baby food — chicken and
sweetcorn, which was to become a
favourite over the next few days, along
with mashed potato, Ferretvite and Wysoy
powdered baby food.

day of the surgery she had gained about 15 Stripe was now looking quite forlorn with

grams.

On the day of the surgery, | left a signed
note with the vet to say that if he found
anything nasty, such as that the problem
had also spread to her bladder, | would
prefer that he didn’t bring her out of the
anaesthetic. | didn’'t want her to suffer the
pain of this surgery if she also had a
terminal iliness.

| was delighted to hear, later that day, that
the surgery had gone well. The problem
was confined to her uterus, “pyometra”,
and her bladder was healthy. When |
collected her she had a 5¢cm wide dressing
all around her body as there had been
some seepage from the wound. This made
it difficult for her to use her back legs
normally. However she looked surpris-
ingly lively. On the journey home | fed

her tiny pieces of peeled grape through the
holes in the carrier — my husband was
driving, | hasten to add. She was to stay
on the Baytril until the stitches were
removed in 10 days time, and could be put
back with her cage-mate, who had slept
through all this, unaware that Stripe was
missing, later that evening.

We let Spot out of her cage and carefully
brought her close to her sister. She sniffed
her all over, then started chewing on the
bandage. Since she now weighed about
100g more than her little sister we thought
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discharge in the inner corner of her eyes.
She spent that evening lying on my chest,
with a soft towel draped round her. |
stroked her head, and every now and again
when she got fidgety, I'd put her in a small
tank lined with kitchen paper for a ‘toilet
break’. | offered her drinks and the various
other foods, dipping my finger in them to
try to encourage her to lick. Occasionally
she would grind her teeth and her eyes
would 'boggle’, but | felt unable to

comfort her.

We had a small wire cage ready for her for
single storey living. The base was lined
with kitchen paper; there was a fleece-
lined sleeping bag in one corner, a pile of
shredded paper wool adjacent to it, plus
water bottle, usual rat food and a dish of
‘convalescent food’. Eventually | put her
into this cage and she crawled into the
fleece bag and hid away from the world.
We put the cage right next to her usual
cage and cage mate so that at least they
could see each other.

The next morning | was delighted that
when | opened the cage door she came out
of her sleeping bag to see me. But it was
later that afternoon, about 28 hours after
the surgery before she was really inter-
ested in eating. | left her with a bowl of rat
food and a bowl of either Vitalin, baby

food, banana, mashed potato, grapes etc.



By now she would eat these other foods
and | hand fed her at regular intervals,
making the food quite liquid as she still
wouldn’t drink.

That evening Stripe was well enough to
come out of the cage — they were used to
having a one hour’s playtime every
evening. The bandage was still causing
problems — she looked like a geriatric
greyhound and walked awkwardly, and
found it difficult to squat for toileting.

She started checking out all her old haunts,
but after about 20 minutes her back legs
gave way so | picked her up for a while.
When | tried to put her back in her cage
she went into reverse gear. Once in her
cage she showed me what she thought by
doing a lap of honour climbing round the
bars.

The next day it was time to remove the
dressing. We had to ease it off gently, but
she didn’t struggle — it was almost as if
she knew we were trying to make her
more comfortable. By now the weather
was warming up so | replaced the fleece
sleeping bag with a cotton hammock,
fixed as low as possible in the cage. She
took to lying on her side in this, or
sometimes underneath it. Later on |
removed the ‘special ‘ food pot for a while
and let Spot climb in with her sister. Spot
made an inspection of the new cage, then
curled up alongside her sister. Strangely
the external stitches didn’t seem to bother
Stripe at all, and to my surprise her cage
mate made no attempt to remove them
either. By now her eyes were clear and
bright again.

Six days after her op | noticed some
swelling around the site of the incision.
The vet removed the external stitches, but
said that Stripe was reacting to the suture
material of the internal stitches and put her
on a 2 week course of Synulox. She had 3
internal stitches and abscesses had forme
at the site of these. He also gave an
injection of an anti- inflammatory agent.
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This really made a big difference — she
went straight to the water bottle when we
got home and then started eating rat food
for the first time since her operation. That
evening she showed us how much better
she was feeling by climbing up the louvre
doors to the kitchen. She is now very
lively and eating well, has put on weight
and is back with her cage mate full time.

Her hind legs are fine now with no sign of
weakness, but her abdomen now has the
appearance of a six-pack! She is about
halfway through her course of medicine
and hopefully this will clear the problem,
otherwise it will be yet another trip to the
vet!

My thanks go to Lyndon for his skills and
Lora for her constant support when | was
so worried.

Jan has added an update to say that Stripe
is doing well and has put on weight. The
abscesses have almost completely healed
but unfortunately she is now suffering

from an attack of mites, so had to be given
an injection of lvomec, and a steroid to

Good Company

Lucy Kimbell

“l love my rat and my rat loves me
He keeps me very good company”

As soon as | started visiting rat shows in
early 2004 | was struck by two things. The
first was how quietly organised it all was.
There was a clear sense of procedure with-
out it being written down in any one place,
and everyone seemed to know what would
happen when and why. Nothing happened
very fast; the day carried on at its own
rhythm with people taking part in different

d ways at different times. The second was

how open people were to having a conver-
sation, even with a newcomer like me,



willing and able to share their knowledge

and experience. The latter was in particu-
lar contrast to some of the events | attend
as an artist/designer where outsiders are

easily spotted and made to feel how little

they know.

I don’t know much about rats but | know
what | like. | like unmarked rats with
smooth coats. | like friendly rats with
bright eyes and an intelligent gaze. | like
curious rats that are willing to risk climb-
ing up a stranger’s arm and on to her
shoulder. | like the way people at shows
sometimes offer you a cuddle of one of
their rats, which is a kind of test (how will
this person respond?) and also a welcom-
ing gift.

Keeping fancy rats seems to be addictive.
Several of the people I've talked to said
they started with one from a pet shop, and
then got another, and then more, until they
found their limit, dependent on space,
finances, and the amount of time they have

What makes an expert an expert?

As a result of what | have learned at NFRS
and ERC events, | decided to bring some
of this care and knowledge into a different
environment. Camden Arts Centre, in
north London, invited me to hold a Rat
Fair which is happening on Saturday 27
August. What I'm trying to do is provide a
place for people with different kinds of
knowledge about rats to come together.
Everyone is welcome to bring their pets
and spend the afternoon talking about rats,
watching rats, playing with rats. Lian has
offered to lend her agility kit (although
unfortunately she can’t come); if anyone
would like to help organise this, they
would be very welcome. I'm also trying to
find someone who could host a rat beauty
parlour. Unlike a proper rat show, the Rat
Fair may not have an organised rhythm
but I certainly hope it provides a space for
good conversations and an enjoyable day

to look after them. That daily activity of
handling rats, caring for them and playing
with them seems to build up a special
intimacy and interdependency. The pets
need their owners and the owners need
their pets, but in ways that are quite differ-
ent from other animals such as dogs or
cats. Is it something about their size, their
intelligence, their social natures? Is it con-
nected to the fact that they will die aged
two to three years, compressing the time
available to build and sustain a relation-
ship?

One of the things I'd like to find out more
about is what rat owners and breeders
think about the future. What might make
fancy rat keeping more, or less, popular?
What determines why one particular vari-
ety becomes popular? What do owners and
breeders think about how rats are treated
elsewhere, for example in scientific labo-
ratories, in urban centres or in the wild? Is
there anything that owners and breeders
can learn from scientists and vice versa?

Agility Ability
— Is it genetic?
Lian Vince

| quite often get asked are bucks or does
better at agility? Well as we have seen
bucks tend to have a ‘do | have to’ atti-
tude, whereas does appear to be more
interested. | know at present we do have a
couple of bucks who are good, Dangerous
Beans owned by Michelle Boyd and Roots
owned by Paula Hunter, but as a general
rule bucks tend to not want to go round an
agility course.

A question that | was asked recently was is
ability affected by genetics? Well watch
this space. | currently have a doe, Gladice
who is doing very well at agility, and |

don’'t necessarily mean going round in the
fastest time but she actually thinks about
completing each jump. Her babies and
other relations are now competing in
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agility events and showing promise, so it
will be interesting to see if a particular line
shows ability at agility competitions or if

it is down to ‘nurture not nature’.

Parham Park - 12th June

Joanna Pierre
What a day!

When Lian mentioned going to the show
with the agility set | thought, "Well why
not?". | looked on the map and thought it
would take about an hour. | was wrong:
once I'd picked up my Mum it took 2
hours from Southend-on Sea.

| found it very easy to get to, and anyone
who knows me well will confirm that | am
useless at finding anywhere. We went the
scenic route and Sussex is beautiful.

The show was being held in the grounds of
Parham House and the grounds and the
house itself were beautiful. We were di-
rected to a nice spot to leave the car. |
phoned Lian for directions to the tent and,
yes, | went the wrong way and ended up at
the opposite end of the show. When | did
arrive | found that the tent was huge and
the guinea pig and hamster clubs had
given us a large area for our agility course
and also to hold a small impromptu pet
show.

I'd only brought two rats with me: they
were Epiphany Princess Fiona - Cinnamon
Rex and Epiphany Honey Apple Blossom

- Cinnamon Essex. After getting the rats
ready for their pet debut | decided to have
something to eat.

There was plenty to choose from; burgers,
pasties, bread, olives, cheeses, jacket pota-
toes - all kinds of stalls tempting us to eat
all day. | had a Cornish pasty which was
lovely. Mum and | quite enjoyed sitting
opposite some Scottish bagpipe players
wearing kilts and realising what a sporran

is really for.

| returned to the tent to watch Lian, Paula,
Michelle and Mark on the agility course
with their rats. Lian's rats were saying that
they'd rather be in their tanks. Paula's rats
were doing rather well (I'm bragging here
because | bred two of them)! Michelle's
rats also did quite well. | can see that
these rats are learning the course and |
think they're going to get better. Mark's
rats were the best entertainment of the day.
They didn't want to do it: one of them
wanted to go round the course on Mark's
hands whilst he lifted her over the jumps.
Jackie had kindly agreed to judge the pets,
and after she had finished we took it in
turns to let the public hold our rats. The
tent was situated next to a burger van and
a van selling glasses of Pimm's. Mum,
Lian, Paula and | all enjoyed a glass.

| watched gun dogs working, ferrets rac-
ing, dog agility, hawks flying - and of
course the pipers! As well as all the food
tents there were craft and antique tents,
and stalls selling a range of garden plants,
clothing, rugs, hats, pet accessories etc.

I'd waited until the afternoon to do the
agility. Princess Fiona was like my usual
rats and had to be really persuaded
(though not as slow as Mark's) but Honey
Apple Blossom did me proud. She raced
round the course - unfortunately there was
no-one there to see it. She won best doe
with the fastest time - a first rosette (my
first ever). She also won best doe in the
Pet class which really thrilled me. I'm
pleased to say that for once | didn't receive
the No Go award - Mark won that rosette.
Paula did really well and walked away
with an armful of rosettes

It was a brilliant show all round. We have
been asked back next and | shall be going.
I have no worries about taking a young
baby - the show was so well organised and
the atmosphere so good. | recommend the
show to everyone and it would be nice to
have to have a repeat of the agility and pet
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show with a larger number of entries.

I'd like to say thank you to the guinea-pig
club for letting us share their tent, to all
the people who came along and joined in
and to Lian for organising it for us - as

usual it wouldn't have happened without
her. Also special thanks to Mark for put-
ting up with Mum and me laughing at his
rats' agility performance.

Happenings Past and Future

Lian Vince — Events Co-ordinator

Agility Events
NFRS Spring Cup Show, South
Darenth, Kent. 23¢ April 2005

Another enjoyable Agility event at an
NFRS show with several entries from non-
members of the ERC. Paula Hunter took
1% place in both the adult classes & Joanna
Pierre managed to win a place award —
keep up the good work Jo!

Adult Owned Doe

1% Paula Hunter & Frosty
2" Lian Vince & Gladice

3 Michelle Boyd & Cheerio
4" Paula Hunter & Muggins
5" Adam Davis & Whisper
Adult Owned Buck

2" Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley
3 Dan Adams & Gladice
4" Holly Storey — Smith & Pancake

Special Awards

Slowest Time of the Day & Took my own
route award — Beri Instone & Capella

Squeak Award — Claire Holmes & Badger

| want my mum award — Christianne
Friend & Snowdrop

First time out award — Paula Hunter &
Smirnoff

Secret weapon that works award — Joanna
Pierre & Sparkle

Most improved handler — Beverley
Goodchild

Bit of a cheat award — Holly Storey-Smith
& Pancake

1% Paula Hunter & Boris

2" Paula Hunter & Roots

3 Joanna Pierre & Sparkle

4" Paula Hunter & Bobby

5" Michelle Boyd & Dangerous Beans
Juvenile Owned Buck

1% Beverley Goodchild & Guiness

2" Beverley Goodchild & Pint
Juvenile Owned Doe

1% Holly Storey-Smith & Coke
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ERC Agility at the NFRS
Colchester Show 2% May 2005

A well attended event with Paula almost
clearing the table of all the rosettes and
Roots obtaining his'8class win, well

done Paula. Paula has also offered to
donate a trophy/cup in memory of Pudding
for the Dumbo with the most points for the
year.

Without further ado the agility results
were as follows:

Adult Owned Doe



1% Paula Hunter & Mia

2" Lian Vince & Blink

3 Melanie Goulder & Helaina
4" Paula Hunter & Gamour

5" Lian Vince & Gladice

Adult Owned Buck

1% Paula Hunter & Roots

2" Michelle Boyd & Ham N Pork
3 Paula Hunter & Boris

4" Michelle Boyd & Maurice

5" Paula Hunter & Smirnoff
Juvenile Owned Buck

1% Hazel Wood & Razzle

2" Adam Sutton & Sniffles

3 Beverley Goodchild & Charlie
4" Adam Sutton & Renaldo

5" Adam Sutton & Rooney
Juvenile owned Doe

1% Holly Storey -Smith & Ashley
2"Emma Lonnen & Pickle

3 Dan Adams & Gladice

4" Dan Adams & Buffy

5™ Holly Storey — Smith & Coke
Special Awards

Fastest time of the day — Hazel Wood &
Razzle

Slowest time of the day — Jo Pierre & Diet

Pepsi

Most reluctant rat — Holly Storey - Smith
& Pancake

Parham Park Country & Game
Fair, 12" June 2005
WOW what a lovely venue, loads to see

and plenty of space in the marquee for us
and the rats. | would like to thank the

Eastergate Cavy Club for inviting us, and
before anyone asks, yes we (the ERC)
have been invited back next year, so the
2" Sunday in June is a date to put in your
diary for next year.

On the spur of the moment, | had an idea
to have a pet show with absolutely no clue
as to who would judge it, so | would like
to say a BIG thank you to Jackie Roswell
from the National Gerbil Society who
judged the pets.

As usual we had an agility event, this was
the first tented event where we have held
an agility, and the rats were a lot more
interested in all the strange smells and
sounds, than indoors, so no record setting
speeds, plus as two tables were used the
course had a couple of extra jumps.

Jackie Roswell judging the pets at
Parham

Many thanks, to those of you who took
turns in talking to people, and doing a bit
of ratty P.R. It was greatly appreciated
and allowed me to have a good look round
the grounds.
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A mention must also be made for Paula
Hunter and Tia who camé®3n the pretti-
est bitch (Tia the dog that is, not Paula).

So enough of my ramblings, here are the
results:-

Adult Owned Buck

1% Paula Hunter & Bobby

2" Paula Hunter & Boris

3 Paula Hunter & Roots

4" Mark Sutton & Rooney

5" Michelle Boyd & Ham ‘n’ Pork
Adult Owned Doe

1% Michelle Boyd & Nourishing

2" Joanna Pierre & Honey Apple
Blossom

3 Lian Vince & Squeaker
4" Lian Vince & Blink
5 Lian Vince & Gladice

Fastest Time of the Day went to Paula
Hunter & Bobby

We couldn’t have a show without a ‘No
Go award’ and this was won by Mark
Sutton & Dipstick

Pet Class

Adult Owned Doe (11 entries)
1% Joanna Pierre & Honey Apple Blossom
2" Lian Vince & Blink

3 Lian Vince & Gladice

4™ Mark Sutton & Bubble

5" Michelle Boyd & Ebony

6" Lian Vince & Melanie

Adult Owned Buck (6 entries)
1% Lian Vince & Roo

2" Paula Hunter & Boris

3 Paula Hunter & Bobby

4" |jan Vince & Bingo

5" Mark Sutton & Renaldo

6™ Mark Sutton & Saveloy

All entries (17)

1 Lian Vince & Roo

2" Joanna Pierre & Honey Apple Blossom
3 Paula Hunter & Bobby

4" Mark Sutton & Renaldo

5" Michelle Boyd & Ebony

6" Lian Vince & Melanie

ERC Agility at Tendring 9" July
2005

A lovely day, with a great many visitors to
the rat marquee. Where the NFRS were
holding their Summer Cup & Marked
Show and ‘we’ the ERC were holding an
agility event.

Adult Owned Doe

1% Paula Hunter & Angel

2" Michelle Boyd & Ruby

3 Melanie Goulder & Helaina
4" Michelle Boyd & Rum Tum Tum
5" Lian Vince & Squeaker
Adult Owned Buck

1% Paula Hunter & Boris

2" Paula Hunter and Roots
3 Paula Hunter & Bobby

4" Paula Hunter & Smirnoff

5" Paula Hunter & Sponge Bob (her new
arrival that day courtesy of Julie Oliver)

A clear sweep by Paula for that class,
come on all you people who have bucks,
why not have a go at agility with them!

Juvenile Owned Buck
1! Beverley Goodchild & Honey
2" Beverely Goodchild & Billy
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3 Beverely Goodchild & Matrix

4" Holly Storey — Smith & Charlie

5" Adam Sutton & Renaldo

Juvenile Owned Doe

1% Holly Storey — Smith & Black Beauty
2" Nathan Goulder & Helaina

3 Holly Storey - Smith & Nora

4" Holly Storey — Smith & Ashley

5" Nathan Goulder & Gladice

Future Agility
Pet Fun Day 4" September 2005

The NFRS is holding a Pet Fun Day on the
4" September 2005 at the Rivermead
leisure Centre, Reading and the ERC has
been invited to hold an agility event at this
show. All rats entered in the pet classes
can be entered in the agility event. There
will be the usual classes with rosettes to
5" place in each, and specials for those
‘achievements’ that are not necessarily
worthy of a placing. This event isn't just
rat related as it is the London Small
Animal Championships with mice, gerbils,
rabbits, guinea pigs and more, there are
trade stands to buy ‘goodies’ from, and
lots to see.

Full details on how to ‘get there’ and also

Future ERC Show

Arrangements are being made for a show
to take place on Sunday 13th November.
The new Colchester venue has been
checked out and looks good. Lisa Grove
and Mark have offered to judge varieties
and pets respectively.

Socials This Year

Mark Sutton is hosting a social at his
house on 31st July. Doors open at 11:00
and there will be the usual competitions
and agility event.

Weather permitting it will be a barbecue
and Mark has asked for contributions of
salad type dishes.

Socials’ for 2006

As | sit here and type this it is only May!
But already my thoughts are thinking of
ERC agility events & ‘socials’ for 2006.

So come on people | need volunteers to
open their houses for ‘social’ events,
during 2005 we have only had a handful of
‘socials’ with most agility events taking
place at NFRS shows. With permission
from the NFRS these agility events will
continue in 2006, but | would like to see a
few more ‘social’ events. If you are
interested in holding a ‘social’ at your
home please get in touch. | can be con-
tacted orevents@estuaryratclub.org.ak

on my home number 01708 379820 or my

enter in the pet classes can be found on themobile 07967480261.

NFRS websitewww.nfrs.org/shows

There will be an agility event at the
NFRS Norwich Showon 10th September
and don't forget th®at Fair at the
Camden Arts Centre on 27th August.

If anyone has any ideas on ‘what the ERC
could do’ event-wise in 2006 please let me
know.

This is “Your’ club and without your ideas
and support it will not progress.
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Logo Competition

Lian has provided copies of all the suggestionfasoMany of them are quite old (they
say ERG) but that can be easily changed in mosscathere are some other designs
posted on the e-group but they were entered bylpedmo are no longer involved with the
ERC.

If you have a suggestion, send it in. As we sadd issue, don't be deterred if you can’t
draw. If you have a good idea, send in a writtescdiption: we may be able to find a
talented person to create the graphic.

Please send any suggestions to editor@estuanaioiuuk, post them on the e-group or
send by ordinary mail to the editor if you don’kdnternet access.
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Back Page

The promised photo of Emma and
Andrew who were married on
26th February.

Last Issue’s Caption Competition

There wasn’t an overwhelming response
to the request for captions for the picture
of Tia and Bobby so we’'ll leave it open
until the next issue.

Articles required for the Autumn
issue of the Newsletter

Letters
Stories
Pictures
Questions

Send to Nick
e-mail
editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk
Malil
18 Seagers, Great Totham,
Maldon, Essex CM9 8PB
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