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The Estuary Rat Club Newsletter 
The ERC newsletter is published four times a year.  Contributions are welcome at any time, 
contributors are advised to keep a copy of any material submitted.  If you would like your articles 
or drawings returned please include a stamped addressed envelope. 

All items must be free from copyright and their use is at the Editor’s discretion. 

The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Committee and accuracy of 
statements is the responsibility of the author.  

The contents of the ERC newsletter are copyrighted (unless otherwise stated) and may not be 
reproduced in any form without the written permission © ERC 

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter please contact the Editor for details of the current rates. 
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tel:  01379 652570  e-mail:  secretary@estuaryratclub.org.uk 
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tel: 01206 523633 e-mail:  treasurer@estuaryratclub.org.uk 

Membership Co-Ordinator: 
Mark Sutton, 30 Silverdale Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 9JA 
tel: 01892 682980 e-mail:  membership@estuaryratclub.org.uk 
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tel: 01708 379820 e-mail:  events@estuaryratclub.org.uk 
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Editor’s Piece 

That’s a Year Gone 

Nick Lockett 

We held our first AGM in August which 
signalled the completion of our first year 
as a club.  This issue of the newsletter also 
marks a year of my editorship.  I enjoy 
putting the newsletter together and would 
like to thank all the contributors who have 
kept me supplied with material. 

Apart from our own show in November it 
looks like a pretty quiet time up to 
Christmas as far as ratty activities are 
concerned.  Because of this and also 
because people will soon be frantically 
preparing for the holiday, I intend to 
produce a Winter issue in mid-January.  
This means that you will be able to report 
on your celebrations, reflect on the past 
year etc. in that rather flat time just after 
the 1st of January when food, drink and 
television have lost their attraction. 
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www.nfrs.org  

For a membership form please 
send a sae to the above address or 
print the form from the web site. 
NFRS membership forms will be 

available at all ERC events 

Congratulations to 
Jo on the birth of her 
daughter Danielle and 
best wishes to all the 
family. 

Autumn 2005 

Contents 

4. ERC Show 

5. Poppy 

6. Mia’s Babies 

8. Camden Rat Fair 

10. Happenings Past and Future 

14. Logo Competition 

15. Recipe Corner 

16. Minutes of the AGM 

The cover picture is of Nadine’s Ozzy 
having a quick snack before making the 

journey downstairs. 

Membership Renewals 
Many of you will have received a sub-
scription reminder with this newsletter.  
Mark and I decided to save postage and 
not make a special mailing.  So don’t be 
concerned that you appear to be late with 
your payments - it’s all our fault. 
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ERC Pet, Variety & Agility Show 
Sunday 13th November 2005  

Location:  Tollgate Scout Hut, Tollgate, Nr Colchester, Essex 
(This is located about 80 yards past the Tollgate Village Hall on the left) 

Doors Open at 09.30am 
Pet Judging starts 11am 

Variety Judging starts 11am 
Agility starts 10.30am 

*************************************************** *********** 
Pet Show 

Judge:  Mark Sutton 
Classes:  Adult owned Buck, Adult owned Doe, Juvenile Owned Buck, 

Juvenile Owned Doe, Adult Challenge, Juvenile Challenge and Supreme Challenge. 
Rosettes: 1st – 5th in Adult Challenge, 1st – 5th in Juvenile Challenge 

1st – 5th Supreme Challenge, Best in Show, Reserve BIS & B.O.A Pet & various specials. 

*************************************************** *********** 
Variety Show 

Judge:  Melanie Goulder 
Classes:  As per N.F.R.S Show Schedule, 

exception: all Dumbo’s to be shown in their own class/show. 

Rosettes:  1st – 5th Supreme Challenge, Best Self, Best marked, Best A.O.V, 
Best Stud Buck, B.I.S, R.B.I.S & B.O.A.               Dumbo’s:  1st – 5th place 

*************************************************** *********** 
Agility run by Paula Hunter 

Classes:  Adult Owned Doe, Adult Owned Buck, Juvenile owned Doe, 
 Juvenile owned Buck  

Rosettes:  1st – 5th in each class & various specials. 

*************************************************** ************ 
ENTRIES 

Entries for agility taken on the day – 70p per rat. 
Entries for Pet & Variety Classes - £1.00 per rat 

Entries Close:  MONDAY 7 th NOVEMBER @ 9pm 
Entries to:  Lian Vince  

19 Wordsworth Close, Harold Hill, Romford, Essex, RM3 7PD 
e-mail:  events@estuaryratclub.org.uk  tel:  01708 379820 mob: 07725035471  

Please leave a message and a contact telephone number if you don’t get an answer. 

For further details see the Estuary Rat Club Website www.estuaryratclub.org.uk 

Raffle (please bring a prize), Guess the name of the rat competition, 
Refreshments & Food. 



- 5 - 

Poppy 

Veronica Simmons 

I don’t go out of my way to rescue rats but 
somehow there are usually two or three 
among  my horde.  They come by different 
routes.  The latest, Poppy, was referred to 
me by Antonia Robinson of Blackstaff 
stud who is having a rest from rats while 
she brings up human young. 

Cherry, who lives in Deptford, rang me 
earlier this year to say that she was trying 
to find a home for an adult doe who had 
belonged to her son.  It was a sad story.  
Her son, in his forties, was a heroin addict 
who had died from an overdose 
(unintentionally) a few weeks before.  She 
had rescued his pet rat, Poppy, which had 
been bought from a pet shop in Lewisham, 
but could not keep her permanently be-
cause she had a Yorkshire terrier of her 
own.  Somehow she had found Antonia 
who had suggested me. 

I said that I thought I could fit Poppy in 
and then came the bombshell.  At some 
point Poppy had escaped into the wilds of 
Deptford, a borough on the banks of the 
Thames, and come home a few days later 
pregnant with half wild rats.  She had 
given birth to 14.  Now half wild rats do 
not make good pets.  They are naturally 
very nervous and do not enjoy captivity.  

Rats need to be nervous to survive so wild 
rats have it bred into them just as our com-
panions have had trust bred into them.  
Moreover these kittens would not have 
been handled from a few days old which is 
advisable even for domesticated kittens  
from laid-back parents.  I did not want the 
challenge of 14 ultra nervous agoutis. 

Luckily Cherry must have been told that 
no one would want the babies and once 
they were weaned she had released them 
in a park.  Poor little things, I doubt if they 
lasted long but it was probably the best 
thing to do in the circumstances.  I was 
relieved that I would have only one extra 
rat. 

Poppy was duly delivered in a small cage 
with a bag of very classy rat food. 

When she saw my lot, Cherry remarked 
that it must be very expensive to feed so 
many rats.  Kilo for kilo I suspect that her 
rat food probably cost more than twice as 
much as my 15kg bags of rabbit food.   
She also explained that her son had called 
his doe Ratty but that she had renamed her 
Poppy because she thought this would 
make her more attractive to anyone who 
took her in – sound PR.  I wondered if she 
had chosen the name Poppy consciously or 
subconsciously because of her son’s ad-
diction. 

In appearance Poppy is a typical pet shop 
rat, a rather skinny agouti hooded doe.  
Actually her markings are much better 
than usual because she had a fairly even 
narrow continuous saddle from her hood 
to her tail (and no, Sheila, you cannot have 
her for breeding). 

Knowing that Poppy had been with wild 
rats I was concerned whether she had 
picked up leptospirosis.  It is not that com-
mon although everyone connects it with 
rats and no one in the NFRS is allowed to 
show any rats if they keep wild rats which 
have not been tested and confirmed 
negative for leptospira.  I spoke to Ann 

 
Michelle’s bunch:  Willow, Nourishing, 

Cheerio, Ruby and Rum Tum Tum 
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Mia’s Babies 

Paula Hunter 

The last six weeks of my life have been 
amazing! Have I won the lottery? 
Travelled the world? Had a number one 
hit single? No, none of these, but I have 
bred my first litter of rat kittens.  I never 
planned to breed as the thought of giving 
away any babies always put me off, and I 
didn’t have the room for any extra’s I may 
want to keep.  Mia my black eyed Siamese 
rex had other ideas! After exercise one day 
I forgot to head count the girls back into 
the cage and after letting my boys out I 
came into the room to find Mia liaising on 
the dining room table with Bobby my 
Russian blue Essex boy! I quickly 
separated them and then spent the next 
week in panic praying that she wasn’t 
pregnant. It turned out that the mating 
hadn’t been successful and in the three 
weeks I waited to find out if she was really 
going to have babies I became quite happy 
with the idea of the patter of tiny paws. In 
fact when no babies arrived I was quite 
disappointed! I had recently moved to a 
larger house so room was no longer an 
issue and after discussing it with my 
husband, who was very for the idea, I 
decided I would give Mia one last chance 
at a litter. Mia was a little on the old side 
for babies at 11 months. This time I 
decided I would choose the dad and I 
picked Bobby’s Russian silver brother 
Boris. Boris is a really gorgeous boy, very 
good natured and very handsome too, he 
was let out with Mia and this time she did 
become pregnant. 

The last week of her pregnancy there was 
no mistaking her ‘with kitten’ state as she 
was HUGE!!! She looked like she had 

Storey and she told me that rats do not get 
ill from it but I might (Weil’s disease) and 
if I felt I had very bad flu I should rush to 
my doctor for antibiotics.  She said it was 
up to me whether I had Poppy tested or 
not.  My vet wasn’t keen on the idea.  It 
would be difficult and expensive.  Instead 
he gave me a course of antibiotics for 
Poppy which should get rid of any 
leptospira if she had them.   

I was bit wary of handling Poppy much at 
first and I kept her in a separate cage but 
in the same room as my rats.  I exercised 
her in a room which my rats aren’t sup-
posed to go in.  Once she had had her 
antibiotics we got to know each other.  
She was not immediately trusting but not 
unfriendly and gave signs of being used to 
being a loved pet.  She was a licky rat and 
settled on  my shoulder and liked getting 
inside my T-shirt. 

Poppy was far more streetwise than my 
rats, and she would have needed to be in 
order to come back safely from her adven-
ture in the wild.  When she was out in my 
living room she moved about like some-
one dodging snipers and she is very good 
at hiding. 

However once she has made sure it is me 
she will come to my hand very readily. 

She is not very keen on visitors, especially 
men smelling of cigarettes, and will strug-
gle not to come out of the cage although 
she is more than ready when we are on are 
own.  She has never attempted to bite. 

Once I felt confident that she was not har-
bouring any nasty pathogens I introduced 
her to a cage of mixed does and she fitted 
in very well.  Then one of the others, Little 
Min, another rescue doe, was being picked 
on by the alpha doe and I put her and 
Poppy in another cage.  This has worked 
beautifully.  They are both gentle girls and 
the bullied one is putting on weight and 
looking sleeker. 

I have no regrets about rescuing Poppy.  

She has all the rat virtues, intelligence, 
adaptability and a sweet nature. 
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swallowed a very large orange. The kittens 
were born on the 11th July 2005 exactly 
when they were supposed to come, I knew 
they had arrived as I went into the ‘rat 
room’ (yes I now have a rat room!) and 
could hear little peeping noises coming 
from the enormous nest Mia had been 
building for the last few days. I was really 
nervous and a little worried that 
everything was ok with Mia and the 
babies; I didn’t want to disturb her. I 
waited until later in the day and spotted 
Mia out of the nest so I swung the cage 
round and peeked into a hole in the nest 
and counted the pinkies. This was my first 
shock, when I got to ten I was having 
kittens! I then went on to count another 
four and nearly had a heart attack! No 
wonder she had been so huge, fourteen 
babies.  Mia seemed fine so I left her to it 
and phoned my husband with the news. I 
then e-mailed Lian (Vince) to tell her the 
news and to ask advice on what next? 
When did I pick them up? Should I disturb 
them? Etc, etc. Lian said there was no 
reason why I couldn’t handle them from 
day one, gulp! They looked so tiny and 
fragile and pink. That evening I let Mia 
out for a little exercise and I took the 
chance to uncover the babies and pick 
them up for the first time, I felt like I 
needed tweezers! I checked they all had 
milk in their bellies which is easy as they 
are practically see through! One kitten 
stood out from the start as he was massive 
and he earned the name Tank right from 
the start, then there were two weenie ones 
who I felt might not survive as they were 
so much smaller than the others. The other 
eleven kittens were all about the same size 
and all fourteen had been fed and had milk 
in their tums. 

One of the most amazing things has been 
the rate of development, within a couple of 
days I could see who was going to have 
markings, and by the end of the first week 
a tiny velvet coat was starting to appear. I 
could see who was going to be dark 

coloured and from the feel of the coats 
who was going to be rex, the rexy coats 
reminded me of fuzzy felts I played with 
as a kid. The smooth coats are like short 
pile velvet and very shiny. Both Mia and 
Boris are dumbo carriers so the chance of 
dumbos in the litter was quite good. I was 
very pleased with this as I LOVE 
DUMBOS! Early on you could see the 
difference in the ears, although a couple of 
them couldn’t seem to decide what to be! 
The next challenge was to sex them, which 
was fun; I spent two days looking for 
nipples and blue spots that may turn into 
testicles!! In the end I had six bucks and 
eight does and out of the litter were six 
dumbos.  The coat colours ranged from 
black through to Russian blue and Russian 
silver, some with the Essex shading and 
head spot just like Dad. Four of them had 
Rex Coats like Mum. Each day I have 
been amazed at something new, the first 
time they sit and wash like proper little 
rats, even before their eyes are open, and 
then of course exactly at two weeks of age 
when I looked into the nest and fourteen 
pairs of eyes were looking back at me. 

The hardest thing of all has been letting 
them go to new homes, in fact I have kept 
three bucks and four does myself. I’m not 
sure if I could do this on a regular basis as 
I did find it so hard, or maybe it would be 
easier if I had kittens more often, Mmmm 
not sure. 

 
Mia and her Brood 
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impeccable behaviour. 

The beauty parlour run by Mo Andrew 
and Yvette Fang offered advice on groom-
ing and could provide nail clipping and 
even a bath and blow-dry.  My girls have 
yet to encounter water other than for 
drinking, so I decided to give that a miss 
in case it ruined their day (and possibly 
mine). 

Psychologist Rob Deacon was demonstrat-
ing a simple experiment to test a rat’s 
memory.  The principle of it was that if a 
rat is presented with part of a maze and 
allowed to explore it then, when allowed 
access to the whole maze, it will not re-
explore where it has already been.  Most 
of the rats behaved as predicted but not all.   
However this could be put down to the 
noisy surroundings and other distractions.  
Dixie simply wanted to escape. 

The agility training was a cut down ver-
sion of our own agility course with the 
addition of a beautifully made tunnel of 
clear acrylic material. 

 
As far as Dinah and Dixie were concerned 
this tunnel was a no-go area.  I’m not 
really surprised because, presumably, once 
inside they realise that they are con-
strained but on full view - it must be very 
disconcerting.  Dinah flatly refused to 
complete the agility course but Dixie made 
a dash through the tunnel in the wrong 
direction which was sufficient earn her a 
runner’s-up prize of one of Aunt Lucy’s 
sugar rats in a presentation box.  Mo An-
drew’s buck Eric won first prize. 

I am so proud of Mia as she has been a 
wonderful mother and put up with 
fourteen pushy little mouths fighting over 
twelve nipples, at times I have walked in 
and watched her feeding, all four legs 
splayed out in opposite directions on top 
of a pile of ever growing kittens. 

Would I do it again? I think so maybe next 
year with one of the does I have kept from 
this litter. Watch this space!! 

Since writing this piece some of the litter 
have been out and about at NFRS shows 
and done quite well. Tank, now owned by 
Emma Sims won three stars at his first 
show and Little Bill (one of the tiny 
pinkies) also owned by Emma, is proving 
to be an agility master winning both times 
out. Also Dory a Russian Blue Essex doe 
now owned by Jo Pierre won her new 
mum a trophy at the London Champion-
ship show and won her class at Norwich. 

Camden Rat Fair 

Nick Lockett 

As part of the Camden Arts Centre’s Sum-
mer Fair, ERC member Lucy Kimbell 
organised a Rat Fair.  Attractions included 
agility training, a rat beauty parlour, toys, 
experts on rat behaviour and the world 
premier of the "Is Your Rat an Artist?” 
drawing competition. 

There were some 450 visitors:  at one 
stage the doors had to be closed because of 
overcrowding.  About 40 rats attended 
including my Dinah and Dixie.  The fact 
that relatively few people brought rats 
suggests that many of the visitors were 
coming into contact with them as pets for 
the first time.  I think everyone left with a 
positive attitude towards them.  Of course, 
the rats should be commended for their 
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The ‘Is Your Rat an Artist’ feature com-
prised an enclosure (2 m x 1.5 m) contain-
ing a variety of objects.  Overhead was a 
video camera coupled to a PC which cap-
tured the rat's movements for approxi-
mately 10 minutes.  These movements 
were then converted to a line drawing. 

 
The results were quite varied and open to 
all sorts of interpretations.  At one extreme 
there was a rat that mostly ran round the 
perimeter repeatedly and produced a rec-
tangular ‘picture frame’.  There were one 
or two who, having gone round the circuit 
a few times, established a base camp in 
one comer and then made occasional for-
ays into the centre.  Others were more 
intent on exploring the whole area and its 
contents.  My interpretation of these be-
haviours is that some thought it might be a 
good place to settle down in and some 
thought it was a good place to escape from 
(one rat did actually jump out). 

Dinah turned out to be one of the more 
exploratory rats and spent lots of time 
examining the objects and climbing up on 
them.  However she still refused to enter 
any of the acrylic tubes. 

Apart from a short break to nibble a dis-
carded biscuit Dinah kept on the move and 
produced her piece of art.  At the final 
judging Jenni Lomax, director of the Cam-
den Arts Centre, supported by Rob Dea-
con decided that Dinah was the winner. 

 

 

 
“She’s an artist, she don’t look back” 

Dinah with her award. 
It was certainly a different sort of rat event 
and turned out to be a very enjoyable one.  
I hope that Lucy is able to find a venue 
where the Rat Art system can be demon-
strated again. 

I must commend all the people who organ-
ised and ran the event.  The rats were very 
well looked after with free provision of 
water, apple, cucumber etc.  The humans 
fared well also:  the café at the Arts Centre 
is excellent. 

Dinah is quite carried away by her success 
and is now wondering if anyone might be 
interested in her unmade bed.  She seems 
to think it significant that Tracy Emin is an 
anagram of ‘My Nice Rat’.  Unfortunately 
Ms. Emin spells her first name with an ‘e’. 



- 10 - 

Lian Vince – Events Co-ordinator 

Socials 
Social at Marks on 31st July 2005 
The weather was fine for most of the day 
and the B.B.Q was a great success, so a 
big thank you to Mark and his Family for 
allowing the ERC to once again invade 
their house. 

‘Guess the name of the rat’ was won by 
Kirsty Pierre who also managed a second 
place in the juvenile owned buck with her 
new agility rat. 

So without further delay the results of the 
agility………… 

Adult Owned Buck 

1st Paula Hunter and Boris 

2nd Emma Sims and Bobby 

3rd Paula Hunter and Smirnoff 

4th Paula Hunter and Roots 

5th Lian Vince & Fred 

 

Adult Owned Doe 

1st Michelle Boyd & Cheerio 

2nd Michelle Boyd & Rum Tum Tum 

3rd Lian Vince & Blink 

4th Lian Vince & Gladice 

5th Lian Vince & Squeaker 

 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

1st Adam Sutton & Saveloy 

2nd Kirsty Pierre & Joshua ‘33 seconds’ 
Pierre 

3rd Adam Sutton & Renaldo. 

AGM and Social at Nick’s House on 
14th August 2005 
The ERC held its first AGM this year, 
something that Jo, Ann and myself, (those 
of us who originally started the ERG) 
were pleased to see.  I would like to thank 
Nick for opening his house and undertak-
ing the job of cooking the barbecue.  Prior 
to the meeting which was held after the 
BBQ, we held the usual raffle and 
competitions.  Well done to Jo’s Mum 
Maureen for guessing that the name of the 
rat was Pancake.  The agility event ran up 
until lunchtime. 

The results were as follows:- 

 

Adult Owned Doe 

1st Joanna Pierre & Honey Apple Blossom 

2nd Lian Vince & Squeaker 

3rd Lian Vince & Pancake 

4th Joanna Pierre & Princess Fiona 

5th Michelle Boyd & Rum Tum Tum 

 

Adult Owned Buck 

1st Paula Hunter & Boris 

2nd Lian Vince & Riddick 

3rd Lian Vince & Sorcerer 

4th Paula Hunter & Bobby 

5th Mark Sutton & Ollie 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

1st Kirsty Pierre & Joshua ’33 seconds’ 
Pierre 

2nd Adam Sutton & Saveloy 

Happenings Past and Future 
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Juvenile owned buck cont’d 

3rd Adam Sutton & Sammy 

4th Adam Sutton & Renaldo 

 

The Best Style Award went to Jim 
Graham & Womble 

The ‘No Go’ Award went to 
Michelle Boyd & Ruby. 

AGM Group Photo (Michelle Boyd) 

The Annual Agility Points Awards 
As you may or may not know the agility events results have a points system which decides 
who will be awarded the points cups for the year.  The ERC use a simple system with 5 
points being awarded for a first place, 4 points for a second place down to 1 point for a 
fifth place.  Points are only awarded to fully paid-up ERC members. 

The Annual Points for 2004/2005 are as follows:- ( I have only listed the top 6 places, 
should you wish to have a copy of all points awarded please send me a sae and I will send 
you them). 

 

Juvenile Owned Doe 

 
 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

 

Holly Storey-Smith Ashley 16 

Holly Storey-Smith Midnight 7 

Holly Storey-Smith Mischief 7 

Holly Storey-Smith Coke 6 

Holly Storey-Smith Black Beauty 5 

Kirsty Pierre Lucy 5 

Adam Sutton Sniffles 21 

Adam Sutton Rooney 17 

Adam Sutton Renaldo 16 

Adam Sutton Saveloy 11 

Beverley Goodchild Pint 6 

Beverley Goodchild Guiness 6 
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Adult Owned Doe 

 

 

Adult Owned Buck 

 
 
The winners of each section were awarded their cups at the AGM.  A new cup was 
awarded this year.  It was donated by Paula Hunter and is the Pudding Memorial Cup; this 
is awarded to the ‘Dumbo’ rat with the most agility points. 

 

The Orec Cup (Adult Owned Buck) & The Pudding Memorial Cup were awarded to Paula 
Hunter & Roots. 

The Rowangate Cup (Juv. Owned Buck) was awarded to Adam Sutton & Sniffles. 

The Wordsworth Cup (Adult Owned Doe) was awarded to Lian Vince & Gladice. 

The Pegasus Cup (Juv. Owned Doe) was awarded to Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley. 

 

Entry Fees 

At the AGM, a committee proposal to raise the cost of the entry fees to 70 pence 
per rat was accepted.  So from the London Championship Show NFRS Pet Day 
on 4th September 2005 the entry fee for the agility will be 70 pence per rat. 

Lian Vince Gladice 18 

Paula Hunter Mia 13 

Michelle Boyd Rum Tum Tum 12 

Michelle Boyd Nourishing 11 

Michelle Boyd Cheerio 11 

Paula Hunter Chi Chi 9 

Lian Vince Blink 9 

Paul Hunter Roots 26 

Paula Hunter Boris 19 

Michelle Boyd Ham n Pork 18 

Michelle Boyd Dangerous Beans 14 

Paula Hunter Bobby 13 

Lian Vince Frog 10 
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Norwich Show 10th September 2005 

 

A lovely village hall which, even for me, 
was not too difficult to find!!! 

Many thanks to the NFRS for allowing us 
to hold an Agility Event at this venue and 
also for donating some rosettes for us to 
use.  I must just say congratulations to 
Emma Sims and Tank who won his 
variety class (Russian Blue Kitten), won 
the Kitten Challenge, came third in the 
Supreme Challenge and was Best 
Opposite Age:  he was awarded 3 stars.  I 
must not forget a ‘well done’ to Paula who 
bred Tank. 

The results were as follows:- 

 

Adult Owned Doe 

1st Paula Hunter & Angel 

2nd Joanna Pierre (and Bump) & Honey 
Apple Blossom 

(This was Jo’s last rat related event 
until Bump puts in an appearance, I’m 
sure we’d all like to wish Jo well) 

3rd Paula Hunter & Minx 

4th Joanna Pierre & Princess Fiona 

5th Paula Hunter & Mia 

 

Adult Owned Buck 

1st Emma Sims & Little ‘tiny’ Bill 

2nd Paula Hunter & Mr Darcy 

3rd Paula Hunter & Bobby 

4th Paula Hunter & Smirnoff 

 

Juvenile Owned Doe 

1st Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley 

2nd Holly Storey Smith & Pancake 

Future Events 
2005 
ERC Pet Show @ the Scout Hut, Colches-
ter, 13th November 2005 

 

2006 
Julie Oliver, Paula Hunter, Mark Sutton, 
Nick Lockett and Joanna Pierre have all 
agreed to open their homes for an ERC 
‘Social’.  Dates TBA. 

Please contact me if you would like to 
hold a ‘social’ at your house. 

 

NFRS shows for agility events, 
11th February @ Bexley, 
12th March @ Diss, 
22nd April Spring Cup Show, 
21st May 2005 Colchester. 

and (non-NFRS) 

11th June 2006 Parham House, 
Nr Storrington, West Sussex. 
Agility event & Pet show. 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

1st Karenanne Millburn & Mooney 

2nd Holly Storey-Smith & Spud 

 

Special Awards 

Fastest Time of the Day – Holly Storey-
Smith & Ashley 

‘Flappy Ears Award’ – Paula Hunter & 
Glamour 

Slowest Time of the Day – Paula Hunter 
& Drafty 

Good Style Award  - Jim Graham & 
Womble 
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Logo Competition 
We’ve received some more suggestions for logos. The numbering continues from the ones 
published in the last newsletter to make reference easier.  Zoe Wilson’s friend Alison has 
come up with variations on a design which highlights the estuary connection (12-14).  The 
rest were produced by Nadine’s daughter Michaela.  Please note that Michaela’s images 
were scanned from prints which has resulted in weak colour and definition.  You will be 
able to see the originals at the ERC show. 

Although this has always been described as a competition it doesn’t mean that we have to 
adopt a design exactly as submitted. There are opportunities to select a style and then to 
tweak it to suit our purposes.  Whatever happens it would be good to have a final design by 
the end of the year. 

We are still open to suggestions which should be sent to the editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk 

12 

18 

13 

14 

17 

16 15 
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Articles required for the Winter 
issue of the Newsletter 

Letters 
Stories 
Pictures 

Questions 
 

Send to Nick 
e-mail 

editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk 
Mail 

18 Seagers, Great Totham, 
Maldon, Essex CM9 8PB 

Back Page 

Caption Competition 
Sadly there were no entries for the caption 
competition so we’ll leave it open.  After 
all, humour should be spontaneous and 
maybe somebody will be suddenly 
inspired. 

Recipe Corner 
Couscous salad 

Recipe supplied by Veronica, dedicated to Jo. 

225g/9oz couscous 

½ pint cold water 

Red peppers 

2 shallots or 1 red onion finely chopped 

¼ clove garlic finely chopped 

1 medium fresh chilli, deseeded and 
chopped 

2 tomatoes deseeded and diced 

Juice of 1 lemon 

1 teaspoon of red wine vinegar 

2 handfuls of fresh herbs (basil, coriander, 
parsley and/or mint] 

1 tablespoon olive oil  

Salt and freshly ground pepper 

Dressing 

2 tablespoons lemon juice  

5 tablespoons olive oil 

1 level teaspoon salt 

1 level teaspoon ground black pepper 

 

Put couscous in a bowl and toss with the 
olive oil and lemon juice dressing.  Add 
the water and stir and leave to stand for 15 
minutes or so for the dressing to be 
absorbed. Meanwhile, grill the peppers 
whole, turning at intervals until blackened 
all over.  Place in a bowl still hot, cover 
with clingfilm and leave to steam, then 
peel, deseed and chop finely. 

Put the peppers in a bowl and add the 
shallots, garlic, chillies, tomatoes, lemon 
juice and vinegar and herbs.  Drizzle the 
olive oil, season to taste and stir.  Leave 
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Minutes of the first Annual General Meeting 
14th August 2005 

Held at Nick Lockett’s house 

 
Welcome address by the Chairman (Jo Pierre) Jo welcomed members to the 
AGM and thanked them for attending. Thanks to Nick for opening up his house 
and for being such a good host. Thanks to all that donated food. 

Present: Jo Pierre, Nick Lockett, Tina Williams, Lian Vince, Mark Sutton, Paula 
Hunter, Nadine St.Claire, Emma Sims, Zoe Wilson, Jim Graham, Veronica Sim-
mons, Sheila Sowter, Michelle Boyd, Maureen Pierre, Kirsty Pierre, Adam Sut-
ton, Rebecca Williams, Zara Williams. 

Apologies: Hilary King, Tracy McNulty, Fran Kent, Janice Walton, Lucy Kim-
bell, Jan Everett -  congratulations Jan on your 34th Wedding Anniversary. 

Hon. Sec's report (Tina Williams)  Nothing to report at this time. 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report (Paula Hunter)  Balance at this time is £493.09, a 
copy of the accounts is attached to these minutes. There are some rosettes and the 
cost of the hall for our show in November to be taken out of this balance. 

Events Co-ordinator’s report (Lian Vince)  Since August 2004 the ERC has 
held 4 social events; Jo's house in August 2004, Nick's in October 2004, Mark's in 
February and July 2005. 

There have been 5 Agility events at NFRS shows;  Eltham, Diss, Spring Cup 
(Dartford), Colchester and Tendring.  There was also an Agility event at the 
tented show at Parham Park in June 2005:  this was a big success and we have 
been invited back for 2006. 

Big thanks to Lora for arranging the 2nd Rat Healthcare event 18th June 2005. 
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Future events for 2005: 
There will be agility events at the NFRS London Championship Show at Reading 
(Pet Show) on Sunday 4th September, and at the Norwich Show on Sunday 10th 
September 2005 
The second ERC Show will take place at The Scout Hall, Colchester on 13th No-
vember 2005.  Well done Jim for sourcing the Scout hall. 

2006: 
We are looking for venues for social events for 2006, offers from Julie Oliver, 
Paula Hunter, Mark Sutton, Nick Lockett & Jo Pierre, dates TBA.  Please contact 
Lian if you would like to hold a 'social' at your house. 
NFRS shows for agility events are 11th February at Bexley, 12th March at Diss, 
22nd April Spring Cup Show at Dartford, 21st May at Colchester. 
Non-NFRS:  11th June Parham Park for Agility event & Pet Show. 

Presentation of trophies and certificates. Lian handed out rosettes, trophies and 
certificates to all those that had gained them.  A new cup has been donated by 
Paula Hunter called the Pudding Memorial Cup, which is in memory of her be-
loved Dumbo rat 'Pudding'.  It is to be awarded to the Dumbo with the most agil-
ity points (Paula herself won this cup!).  All cups are to be signed for and remain 
the property of the ERC (unless otherwise stated) and therefore must be returned 
at the next AGM. 

Membership Co-ordinator’s report (Mark Sutton)  We have 34 members to 
date, they consist of 24 adult memberships, 6 family memberships and 4 junior 
memberships.  The areas they cover are:- 14 in Essex, 8 in Kent, 4 in London, 4 in 
Cambridgeshires, 1 in Warwickshire, 1 in Norfolk, 1 in Suffolk and 1 in Hertford-
shire.  Since Mark took over in February 2005 we have had 6 new members.  For 
the future, once our logo has been sorted out, we will have membership cards & 
badges.  Next year Mark will produce a pie chart to show how we have developed 
over the previous year.  Mark said that he hoped everybody would agree that the 
future of the ERC is nothing but rosy. 

Newsletter Editor’s report (Nick Lockett)  The newsletter is going well and 
everybody looks forward to receiving it.  Nick said contributions are always wel-
come.  A cartoonist would be good for some interesting pictures.  Nick has taken 
over the running of the web site from Matt Creaney and has updated it.  For the 
future; hopefully we can get some more photos on the site & make it very inviting 
for any potential newbies.  Thanks were given to Nick for doing an outstanding 
job. 
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Committee proposals: 

Proposal 1 Rule 4:  the last sentence currently reads: 
All memberships are due on 1st September 
Amend to read: 
All memberships shall be renewable annually from the date of 
joining. 
Result:  carried unanimously. 

Proposal 2 Increase entry fee for agility to 70 pence per rat.  At present 
entry stands at 50 pence half of which goes to the NFRS if we 
are using their facilities.  This leaves barely enough to pay for 
the rosettes and certificates which are awarded. 
Result:  carried unanimously 

Proposal 3 Change Webmaster and Newsletter Editor to one title to be 
known as Publicity Officer and which will automatically be an 
Executive Committee post. 
Result:  carried unanimously. 

Members’ proposals: 

There were no members’ proposals. 

Ratification of the 2005/2006 Executive Committee 

Existing committee members agreed to continue in their present posts for a further 
year. 
Lora Colver, Nadine St Claire and Emma Sims were appointed as Ordinary Mem-
bers. 
Result: carried unanimously 

Appointment of Auditors 

Jim Graham was proposed 
Result: carried unanimously 

Future Plans for 2006 

This had already been discussed in the Events Co-ordinator’s report. 

A date for the 2006 AGM has not been set as we need to check dates for clashes 
with other shows.  A date will be confirmed later. 

Any Other Business 

Nothing brought up. 

Closing Address by the Chairman 

Jo thanked everybody for attending and being members and looks forward to see-
ing us at the next social. 

Meeting closed at 3.30 
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Accounts for Year 2004/5 
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