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The Estuary Rat Club Newsletter 
The ERC newsletter is published four times a year.  Contributions are welcome at any time, 
contributors are advised to keep a copy of any material submitted.  If you would like your articles 
or drawings returned please include a stamped addressed envelope. 

All items must be free from copyright and their use is at the Editor’s discretion. 

The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Committee and accuracy of 
statements is the responsibility of the author.  

The contents of the ERC newsletter are copyrighted (unless otherwise stated) and may not be 
reproduced in any form without the written permission © ERC 

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter please contact the Editor for details of the current rates. 
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Editor’s Piece 

Happy New Year 
 

Sadly, two members suffered ratty 
losses early in the new year which 
seems like a bad start but as a club we 
have a lot to look forward to with a 
rapidly filling calendar of events.  We 
are also slowly but surely establishing 
our identity.  We now have a new 
logo and hope soon to be able to 
supply badges.  We are discussing the 
possibility of setting up our own kitten 
list on the website.  The reputation of 
our rat healthcare days spreads wider 
and a third one is scheduled for May. 

The Christmas period has been 
predictably quiet with only a few 
written contributions to this newslet-
ter.  However we have included a sort 
of colour supplement - a selection of 
Michelle’s excellent photos.  The 
colour printing process doesn’t really 
do them justice so I hope to be able to 
put them on the website in the coming 
weeks. 
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www.nfrs.org  

For a membership form please 
send a sae to the above address or 
print the form from the web site. 
NFRS membership forms will be 

available at all ERC events 

Congratulations and best 
wishes for the future to 

Lian and Kevin who were married on the 
19th of December. 

(Picture page 15) 

Winter 2005 

Contents 

4. 3rd Healthcare Day 

4. Logo Competition 

5. Legend of the Pied Piper 

6. In Memory of Ebony 

6. What Did That Rat Say? 

8. Michelle’s Photo Gallery 

10. Happenings Past and Future 

Next ERC Social 
The next social will take place on 

Sunday 5th February 
at Paula Hunter’s house. 

The address is on page 2.  Please contact 
Paula direct if you need help with driving 
instructions etc. 
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3rd Rat Healthcare Day 
ERC rat healthcare days are proving very 
popular and are covering more ground as 
time goes on.  This is thanks to Lora who 
puts in an enormous effort to introduce 
new features and to make sure that the 
event runs smoothly. 

The event is intended for owners of pet 
rats and comprises a series of talks and 
demonstrations, given by various 
professional people covering the general 
healthcare of rats including basic first aid, 
coping in an emergency, the more 
common ailments and problems, spotting 
early symptoms, the treatments available, 
what happens during surgery, post 
operative care, preventative measures etc. 

The next healthcare day will take place on 
the afternoon of Saturday 27th May at 
the Animal Ark Veterinary Centre in 
Goodmayes.  It is some way off so the 
precise details have yet to be confirmed 
but the head vet, Lyndon Basha MRCVS, 
will give the main talk of the day and 
demonstrate a surgical procedure the 
nature of which will depend on available 
patients. 

It is also hoped to have a talk from a 
homeopathic vet and a demonstration and 
talk from an animal healer. 

Tickets for the event cost £10 which 
covers visiting speaker’s fees, stationery, 
printing costs, buffet and light refresh-
ments. 

If you would like to attend please send 
your request for a booking form (enclosing 
an SAE) to: 
Lora Colver, RHE 2006, 102 Lynn Road 
Ilford, Essex, IG2 7DX  

Alternatively visit Lora’s website 
http://members.aol.com/RHEinfo/ 
where you can download a copy of the 
form and get further information. 

Logo Competition 
At long last we have held a vote and 
decided on a logo.  A big effort at the ERC 
show resulted in a return from approxi-
mately 50% of the membership.  The 
winner is displayed on the front cover of 
this newsletter. 

The votes for the top three were: 
No. 12 - 5 votes 
No. 14 - 3 votes 
No. 16 - 3 votes. 

The competition was  mainly between the 
entries from Zoe Wilson (assisted by 
graphic artist Angela Cutler) and Nadine 
St. Claire (assisted by daughter Michaela). 

Many thanks to all those who sent in 
suggestions. 

The old logo will continue to appear on 
the back of the newsletter and a small 
version of it appears alongside the new 
logo on the e-group home-page to remind 
people of our roots. 

 

New Dog Grooming Service 

 
Paula sent in this picture of Tia with 
Chunk and Rascal.  She says that the boys 
have decided to call the service 
             ‘Whiskers, Claws & Paws’, 
                                             they do it all! 
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The Legend of the Pied 
Piper 

Nick Lockett 

 

There can be few people who have not 
heard of the Pied Piper of Hamelin.  The 
story tells how the mayor of Hamelin 
offered a generous reward to anyone who 
could rid the town of an infestation of rats.  
The Pied Piper came to the town, offered 
his services and duly charmed the rats 
away with his piping.  The mayor, 
observing how little effort appeared to 
have been necessary, decided that his 
original offer had been excessive, and 
tried to get the Piper to settle for what can 
only be described as an insultingly small 
tip.  In revenge the Piper returned on a 
Sunday when the adults were in church 
and charmed away all the children in the 
same manner as he had done the rats.  
They disappeared into the side of a 
mountain never to be seen or heard of 
again (except in the Walt Disney version 
in which they are led to a better life away 
from their cruel parents). 

So is this a fairy-story in the same mould 
as Goldilocks or Little Red Riding Hood?  
It seems not.  Nobody would believe that 
bears could be found living a middle-class 
existence in a forest somewhere or that a 
wily wolf would put on an old lady’s 
nightdress and climb into her bed.  
However there is some historical evidence 
that there is an underlying truth in the Pied 
Piper story.  It has fascinated researchers 
for years and has resulted in the publica-
tion of several books, an opera, a poem by 
Robert Browning, songs and films etc.  To 
this day the legend is a major source of 
income from tourists for the town of 
Hamelin. 

The earliest record of the event dates to 
around the year 1440.  A later record is 

inscribed on the wall of a house built in 
Hamelin in 1602.  This is very specific in 
its detail:  on 26th June 1284, 130 children 
disappeared from the town.  It’s hard to 
imagine abduction on such a scale.  Today 
that would require two or three double-
decker busses: it would have been even 
trickier in 1284. 

What about the rats?  Rats have always 
coexisted with humans and shared their 
food and lodgings.  In the 13th century 
they were accepted as a nuisance, kept 
under control by cats, dogs and traps, but 
they were not feared.  The Black Death 
didn’t arrive until the mid-14th century.  
Before then the offer of a large payment to 
exterminate them would have been hard to 
justify. 

So what did happen?  There are a number 
of theories (some quite bizarre such as a 
dance epidemic whatever that might be), 
but I favour the fairly simple explanation 
that the children were actually sold by 
their parents.  This would explain why the 
parents didn’t intervene to prevent their 
leaving and also why the children went 
without a struggle.  Presumably they were 
promised a better life wherever it was that 
they were going.  Why would anyone want 
to buy a large number of children?  It 
seems that hitherto unpopulated parts of 
Eastern Europe were being colonized and 
developed.  A young, fit, ready-made 
workforce would have been a great asset.  
Therefore the deal was struck. 

Once again, what about the rats?  They 
were just part of the story.  After the 
children had left, the townsfolk realised 
that a visiting stranger might be puzzled 
by the absence of young people and start 
to ask awkward 
questions.  So they 
invented the story 
about the Pied Piper 
and blamed the whole 
thing on an infesta-
tion of rats. 
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What Did That Rat Say? 

Nick Lockett 

In October 2004 I listened to a radio 
programme called ‘The Sound of Life’.  It 
explored the ways in which animals 
communicate using sounds outside our 
hearing range.  These ranged from 
elephants using subsonic frequencies to 
bats’ ultrasonic location techniques.  
Somewhere in the middle we have 
birdsong which can sound to us like a 
repetition of the same series of notes – 
depending on the species and circum-
stances – but which actually carries 
information as a modulation beyond our 
hearing range.  I’d heard that rats 
communicate at high frequencies and 
began to wonder if their chat could be 
intercepted and whether it might give 
some insight as to their mood, and more 
especially whether it could provide an 
early warning that the rat was distressed or 
unwell.  I contacted the presenter of the 
programme (Prof. John Altringham of 
Leeds University) and asked if he could 
help me.  He wasn’t able to give me any 
information about rats but did give me a 
pointer to a supplier of equipment which 
would allow me to listen to them.  I 
bought an entry-level bat detector and 
started my investigation.  I have to admit 
that I didn’t make any scientific 
breakthroughs but I did learn a few things 
along the way which may be helpful to 
anyone else who wants to try it for 
themselves. 

I was advised to go to Alana Ecology 
(01588 630173 www.alanaecology.com) 
for equipment.  They describe themselves 
as suppliers of professional wildlife and 
conservation equipment, and their 145 
page catalogue is well worth looking at.  
Prices (in 2005) of bat detectors range 
from £35.95 for a ‘Magenta MkII’ in kit 
form through to £3075.00 for a Pettersson 

In Memory of Ebony 

Michelle Boyd 

It is my sad duty to tell you all of the un-
expected death of Ebony of pneumonia. 

I got home just after midnight on the 2nd 
January 2006.  She wanted to come out of 
the cage for a cuddle, but it was to be the 
last cuddle of her short life. She died on 
my chest a few minutes later. 

When I got her from Jo she was six weeks 
old but so small for her age.  I kept her 
apart from the rest of the girls for two 
months so that she could have her own fair 
share of food.  It worked, by the time she 
was put in the rest of them she was a good 
size and could look after herself. 

She was a fiery girl, she did not like doing 
the rat agility at all, and she let us all know 
about it.  She did not like being at shows 
much so that is why she did not come for a 
while.  You had to read her body language 
as well to assess what she would do next.  
As she got older she calmed down a lot.  
Nearer the end of her life she was licking 
hands and loved to have one to one atten-
tion. 

I was quite fortunate to take one lovely 
photograph of her which is now proudly 
framed. 

She will be sadly missed by me and her rat 
friends. 

Rest in peace Ebony.
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D980 3/12.  You’ll not be surprised to 
learn that I chose the first of these, but 
with hindsight I wish that I’d bought it 
ready built – the printed circuit board is 
reasonably easy to assemble but the case 
comes completely un-drilled and requires 
a lot of work including a tricky rectangular 
hole that needs to be cut quite precisely. 

The Magenta model is of a type known as 
a heterodyne detector.  The way this works 
is to shift the frequency of the received 
sound by a fixed amount downwards into 
our hearing range.  The degree of shift is 
determined by the tuning control.  Using 
the device is a bit like turning the dial of 
an analogue radio.  If you’re lucky you’ll 
find a signal if you’ve mistuned you’ll 
hear nothing. 

Another type of detector which can be 
obtained at low cost (but not available 
from Alana unless you spend over £250) 
uses frequency division.  In these the 
incoming frequency is divided by a fixed 
factor – typically a power of 2 to take 
advantage of cheap integrated circuits 
used in computers etc.  So for example, if 
your rat is making a sound in the region of 
60 kHz then dividing that by 8 or 16 will 
bring it well into human range.  The 
advantage of these detectors is that there is 
no need to ‘tune in’:  a division ratio of 8 
effectively extends the hearing range of a 
middle-aged adult human to around 100 
kHz.  Alana offers a neat hybrid detector 
which feeds the output of a frequency 
division detector to one earpiece of a 
headset and the output of a heterodyne 
detector to the other.  The first of these 
outputs alerts you to a sound, prompting 
you to tune across the band to identify the 
frequency. 

Did I actually hear anything from my rats?  
In the end I did.  Initially I guessed that 
they would probably be most vocal at 
feeding time so I listened after I’d filled 
their food bowls.  There was certainly a lot 
of noise but it was just a series of loud 

clicks which the Magenta picked up when 
tuned to about 25 kHz.  There were none 
of the gentle warbling noises which other 
people have recorded.  I came to the 
conclusion that what I was hearing was a 
resonance in their tooth/skull structure 
excited by their chewing action. 

The results of an internet search suggested 
that I should be tuning to nearer 60 kHz.  I 
then hit upon ideal conditions.  My two 
broods had been in their respective cages 
all day and I let them out into the play 
area.  Then they started to talk.  I can only 
assume that they were running around 
greeting the friends they hadn’t seen since 
the previous evening.  It was impossible to 
tell who was communicating with whom 
or to relate the noises to any particular 
behaviour but I’m convinced that it was a 
friendly interaction and distinctly different 
from the sort of territorial dispute we see 
occasionally. 

My conclusion is that the low cost 
detectors only have entertainment value at 
the moment.  If someone with access to 
more sophisticated equipment were to 
carry out a rigorous analysis of rat sounds 
then maybe simple detectors could be 
better tailored to provide useful informa-
tion. 

I was pleased to see that Emily Butler is 
carrying out some research into rat sounds 
as part of her degree course (letter to Sep/
Oct Pro-Rat-a) and that she is concentrat-
ing on the welfare aspect.  I hope that gets 
some useful results and publishes them. 
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Michelle’s Photo Gallery 
Armed with a camera and a tiny brightly-coloured sofa, Michelle has been 

supplying members with portraits of their ratties. 

This is a selection of her favourites. 
 
 
 

Jo’s ‘Big Boy’ settling 
down for a nap 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jo’s trio 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Paula’s Boris posing 
with his award 

 
 

 
 
 

but disappointed that 
there’s no Champagne 
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Emma’s Little Bill 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
showing how to deal 
 with the paparazzi 

 
 
 
 

 
 

a technique learnt from 
Michelle’s Rum Tumtum 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Rum Tumtum facing 
the camera 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Little Bill and Reuben 
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Show results 
London Championship Show 
4th September 2005 

Lian O’Sullivan – Events Co-ordinator 

 

(These results were accidentally omitted 
from the last newsletter) 

The ERC were invited to attend the NFRS 
‘Pet Day’ at this show, and to hold an 
agility event.  I would like to thank Gail 
Adam from the Swedish Rat Society for 
bringing along another agility set, three of 
these fences made their debut at this event, 
much to the ‘horror’ of a few of the 
humans, although the rats didn’t seem to 
mind that much.  Also thank you to the 
SRS for donating rosettes which were 
awarded for the fastest times of the day. 

 

Adult Owned Doe 

1st Lian Vince & Squeaker – fastest time 
of the day 

2nd Lian Vince & Blink – 3rd fastest time 
of the day 

3rd Michelle Boyd & Cheerio – 4th fastest 
time of the day 

4th Joanna Pierre & Honey Apple Blossom 

5th Lian Vince & Pancake 

 

Adult Owned Buck 

1st Emma Sims & Little Bill – 2nd fastest 
time of the day 

2nd Emma Sims & Tank – 5th fastest time 
of the day 

3rd Emma Sims & Oreck 

4th Lian Vince & Vodka 

5th Paula Hunter & Boris 

 

Juvenile Owned Doe 

1st Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley 

2nd Holly Storey Smith & Pancake 

 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

1st Adam Sutton & Saveloy 

2nd Holly Storey-Smith & Spud 

3rd Adam Sutton & Sammy 

 

‘Best Round with a Borrowed Rat’ was 
awarded to Gail Adam who borrowed 
Taras from Estelle Sandford. 

‘Slowest Time of the Day’ was awarded 
to Estelle Sandford & Vladimir. 

Happenings Past and Future 

ERC Show 13th November 2005 
Tollgate 

Review and Agility Results 

Lian O’Sullivan – Events Co-ordinator 

 

Our second ever show at a new venue this 
year (thanks Jim for finding it).  The day 
was a great success with a variety & pet 
show & the usual agility event.  I would 
like to thank Melanie Goulder, for judging 
the varieties & Dumbos. Mark Sutton for 
judging the pets & Paula Hunter for run-
ning the agility.  Guess the name of the rat 
was won by Melanie Goulder for correctly 
guessing the rat’s name is Gloria, no funny 
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Juvenile Owned Doe 

1st Liam Rose & Rook 

2nd Corrine Rose & Stella 

 

Juvenile Owned Buck 

1st Kirsty Pierre & Joshua ’33 seconds’ 
Pierre 

 

An agility event would not be complete 
without the usual special awards: 

 

‘The most dainty way’ went to Emma 
Sims & Reuben 

‘The No Go Award’ went to Mark Sutton 
& Renaldo 

‘The Sky Dive Award’ went to Lian Vince 
& Gloria 

 

 

 

 
Mark studying one of the pet entries. 

names this time Jo!  The Best Pet was won 
by Paula Hunter & Boris, and B.I.S in the 
Varieties went to Joanna Pierre with an 
Essex. 

 

 
For my next trick!!  Nadine finds one of 

Paula’s rats a bit of a handful. 
 

So on to the agility results: 

 

Adult Owned Buck 

1st Emma Sims & Little ‘tiny’  Bill 

2nd Paula Hunter & Boris 

3rd Emma Sims & Tank 

4th Nadine St Claire & Bobby 

5th Christianne Friend & Sam 

 

Adult Owned Doe 

1st Paula Hunter & Minx 

2nd Paula Hunter & Angel 

3rd Paula Hunter & Dizzy 

4th Julie Gardner & Lily 

5th Nick Lockett & Dinah 
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ERC Variety Show 
13th November 2005 

Mel Goulder 

Thank you for inviting me to judge your 
show.  I had a very nice day and even 
guessed the name of the rat!  I would like 
the thank Lian and Jo's Mum and also the 
Friend Family for all looking after me and 
pouring me lots of tea! 

New Variety 
01 New Variety  Paula Hunter.  Lovely 
condition, good type, eyes could be 
bigger. 
Fails blaze but good graduation and good 
colour. 

BEW Adult 
501  Lian Vince (Rowangate).  Nice head 
and eye good body colour.  Good tail hair 
a bit thinning (mealy) around the face.  
Excellent attempt at a hard variety. 

Berkshire Kitten 
1. (1801) Lian Vince( Rowangate) Nice 
head and eye fairly symmetrical under but 
a little spot of colour on his belly only 
small.  Nice head spot small tail stop nice 
silvering up to age. 

2. (1802) Lian Vince (Rowangate) Nice 
symmetrical under but again belly spot in 
the middle.  Good tail stop drags of colour 
up the side, and no head spot.  Still good 
attempt, nice head and eye. 

Hooded Adult 
1. (2102) Lian Vince (Rowangate) Agouti 
hooded nice saddle fails head but nice 
eyes.  good condition, nice colour wins on 
condition today. 

2. (2101) Adam Sutton Russian Blue 
Hooded buck.  Nice rat but not 100% 
today.  Nice type and markings but sneezy 
and staring coat.  Not a well chap. 

Variegated Adult. 

1. (2301)  Lian Vince (Rowangate).  Nice 
head and eyes could be bigger.  Needs 

more broken variegation over the back and 
down sides too blocky, nice headspot, 
belly spot under.  Good attempt. 

Variegated kitten 

1. (2401) Lian Vince (Rowangate) nice 
head and eye very good attempt at a hard 
variety, good head spot.  Needs a little 
more variegation down the sides. 

2. (2402) Lian Vince (Rowangate) Ruby 
eyed mink Variegated.  Head too narrow, 
eyes could be bigger.  Tail a bit thin.  
Needs more variagation down the sides 
not as good a rat as 2401. 

Essex Adult 

1. (2703) Joanna Pierre (Epiphany). Nice 
rat all round much as the in the class 
(littermates?).  Wins on overall type today. 

2. (2701) Joanna Pierre (Epiphany).  
Lovely rat fair head, good tail, ears nice 
and big  Graduation ok, drags up the side 
of neck. 

3. (2702) Joanna Pierre (Epiphany).  
Again nice rat as others in class.  Needs 
more graduation up the sides. 

Rex Kitten 

1. (3201) Lian Vince.  Good rexing for a 
baby needs more over the shoulder narrow 
head, fair eye white paws. 

Silvered Adult 

1. (3703) Paula Hunter.  Lovely rat good 
silvering head a bit long and narrow, eyes 
fair, ears a bit hat eared and wide-set.  
Wins on silvering today. 

2. (3702) Paula Hunter again.  Lovely 
buck not enough silvering.  nice eyes, fair 
head.  Again ears to wide set and low.  
Excellent condition white splash under. 

3. (3701) Emma Sims.  Nice buck white 
fleck under, fair head, nice eyes.  Ears 
again very hat eared and low set.  Excel-
lent condition not enough silvering. 
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Supreme Challenge 

1. (2703) Essex Adult Doe:  Joanna Pierre 
BIS 
2. (2401) Variegated Kitten:  Lian Vince 
BOA 
3. (4301) Agouti Doe:  Lian Vince 
4. (501) BEW Adult: Doe:  Lian Vince 
5. (4401) Agouti Kitten:  C. Friend 

Dumbo class 

1. (DA7) Joanna Pierre Essex Dumbo 
doe.Good ears nice type, excellent 
condition needs a bit more graduation.  
Good attempt 

2. (DA8) Emma Sims Ruby eyed 
(homozygous?) buff mis-marked capped.  
Nice head and eyes.  Nice ears.   Excellent 
condition. 

3. (DA6) Julie Gardner.  Lovely pink eyed 
white buck nice head fair eyes tail a bit 
thin.  Nicely turned out .  Award of Judges 
Favourite! 

4. (DA5) Paula Hunter.  Silver Black 
Dumbo.  Good ears, type better than most 
rats in this class.  Sadly rusty coat though 
still a nice rat. 

Judges Favourite award DA6 Julie 
Gardner Pink Eyed White Dumbo buck. 

Agouti Adult 

1. (4301) Lian Vince (Rowangate).  
Lovely big doe excellent eyes, nice head - 
a bit cobby.  Colour going over the rump, 
moulting round the face today. Very nice 
doe. 

Agouti Kitten 

1. (4401) Christianne Friend.  Lovely 
condition up to age.  Fair head and eyes, a 
lot of silvering in the coat.  Nice little buck 
but pale up the sides today.  Very well 
cared for. 

Cinnamon Kitten 

1. (4601) Christianne Friend.  Colour very 
dilute as is ticking. 

Ruby eyed Cinnamon?  Again pale up 
sides (littermates?) fair head but poor eyes 
at the moment.  Condition excellent!  
Again well cared for. 

Guide Standard Adult 

1. (5502) Julie Gardener.  Black eyed 
Siamese excellent eyes sadly fails 
condition today.  Very sneezy and also 
coat very much thinning over neck and 
ears. 

2. (5501) Julie Gardener.  Black eyed 
Siamese, nice eyes, body colour o.k.  
Again thinning coat, scabs and abnormal 
scurf.   Wins on type but was border line 
disqualified. 

Adult Challenge 

1. (2703) Essex 
2. (4301) Agouti doe 
3. (501) BEW adult 
4. (3703) Silver buck 
5. (2301) Variegated Buck 

Kitten Challenge 

1. (1802) Variegated kitten 
2. (4301) Agouti Kitten 
3. (3210) Berkshire kitten 
4. (4601) Cinnamon Kitten 
5. (2402) Variegated kitten 
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ERC Pet Show 
13th November 2005 

Mark Sutton 

It was many months before the 2nd ERC 
show that Lian asked me to judge the pets.  
I said. “Ok”, thinking that’s it and it would 
all go away, but as the months neared. I 
got myself saying “God, what have I let 
myself in for?”, picturing twenty or so rats 
in my mind all of different sorts shapes 
and sizes.  But in the end all was ok thanks 
to Lian and Jo’s kind and great words of 
encouragement. 

Here are the results  

I will start with the pet challenge. 

1st 6203 P. Hunter.  Nice colour just loved 
to be on my shoulder. 

2nd 6213 J.Pierre.  A lovely big buck I 
could have played with him all day long 
but he didn’t want to go back to his cage. 

3rd 6207 C.Friend.  Nice gentle doe happy 
to just sleep in my arms. 

4th 6301 K Pierre.  Had the good sniff 
round went back in to his cage. 

5th 6206 C.Friend.  Liked to have a sniff 
around on his back legs all time. 

 

Best Adult Owned Buck 6203 

Best Adult Owned Doe 6213 

Best Juvenile Owned Buck 6301 

Best Juvenile Owned Doe 6302. 

 

Best Pet 6203 

Reserve Best Pet 6213 

Best Opposite Age Pet 6301 

 

And last but not least the Specials 

6210 for the largest pink eyes. 

6213 has got to be kidnapped. 

Future Events 
 

Next social is on 5th February at 
Paula Hunter’s house. 

Mark Sutton, Nick Lockett and Joanna 
Pierre have all agreed to open their 
homes for an ERC ‘Social’.  Dates 
TBA. 

Please contact Lian if you would like 
to hold a ‘social’ at your house. 

 

NFRS shows for agility events, 

11th February at Bexley, 

12th March at Diss, 

22nd April Spring Cup Show at 
Dartford, 

21st May at Colchester, 

8th July at Tendring showground. 

 

and (non-NFRS) 

11th June Parham House, 
Nr Storrington, West Sussex. 

Agility event & ERC Pet show. 
(probably in November). 

TBA August ERC AGM (probably in 
Great Totham). 
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Articles required for the Spring 
issue of the Newsletter 

Letters 
Stories 
Pictures 

Questions 
 

Send to Nick 
e-mail 

editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk 
Mail 

18 Seagers, Great Totham, 
Maldon, Essex CM9 8PB 

Back Page 

Lian and Kevin on the occasion of their marriage at Langton’s in 
Hornchurch, 19th December 2005. 



- 16 -  


