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Editor’'s Piece

New Newsletter Name

Our new logo has now been reproduced on
a banner for use at shows and on the
membership cards and badges that you
will all be getting soon. However it took a
very long time to get to this point.

With this in mind, the Committee decided
that rather than going to a formal ballot to
choose a name for the newsletter it would
make its own selection from the sugges-
tions that have been submitted over the
last year or so. The result is the on the
cover of this issue.

SE9 5ZF

www.nfrs.org
For a membership form please
send a sae to the above address @
print the form from the web site.
NFRS membership forms will be
available at all ERC events

The idea of the design is to have a title
which is descriptive of the contents of the
newsletter and also to acknowledge that
we are actually thEstuaryRat Club. The
link to the Estuary is in the decoration of
the ‘R’ in Ratlines.

On Thames barges, in common with other
sailing ships, ratlines refer to the small
pieces of

Next ERC Social

The next social will take place on
Sunday 30th April
at Nick Lockett’s house.

The address is on page 2. Please con
Nick direct if you need help with driving
instructions etc.

tact

horizontal
rigging
forming

‘steps’ that the
sailors can
climb. They
are just about
discernable in
the cover
picture and a
little clearer
here. Both
pictures are of
Thames barges
moored at
Maldon quay.
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3rd Rat Healthcare Day

All tickets for this event on 27th May have
been sold but if you want to try for a
cancellation please contact Lora by email
to RHEinfo@aol.com or to her mo-

bile 07813 559721

From the Membership
Co-ordinator

Mark Sutton

| was hoping to have your membership
cards distributed with this issue of the
newsletter but it seems that there are still
some problems with the lamination. They
don’t stand up to much bending before
they come apart. It's back to the drawing
board I'm afraid.

Anyway | hope everyone is enjoying their
membership of the Estuary Rat Club and
I'd like to give a warm welcome to our
newest member a Miss K Milburn.

| hope to see you all at some time during
the new year.

Apologies

In the last issue, the picture captioned
‘Emma’s Little Bill’ was in fact of
Emma’s Reuben.

The picture of Lian and Kevin was taken
by Joanna but wasn't credited.

We actually had too much material this
issue which is fantastic: but it means that
some items have had to be held over until
August.

Editor

Judging Pets

Lian O’'Sullivan

Have you ever wanted to judge the pet
class at ERC shows? Well if you are
interested please come and ask, | don't
bite, honest!!!!

Judging pets can be a challenging task
although it is not difficult, so where do
you start? You don't have to be on the
N.F.R.S judge’s panel (although judging
pets is the way the majority of these
judges started). The Pet classes are
divided into two: Adult Owned Pet which
is for rats owned by over 16 year olds and
Juvenile Owned Pet for rats owned by
those under 16. If there is a sufficiently
large entry this may also be divided again
into adult owned bucks, adult owned does
and the same for the juvenile class.

The rats are not judged in the same way a
variety entry is judged. You are looking

for the Best Pet so good type, correct
colour and perfect markings are NOT
important. What is important is that the

rat is in good health, not wheezy, sneezy,
covered in scabs or infested with lice.
Should you come across an unhealthy
entrant then it should be removed from the
show table and given to the show secretary
to advise the owner. The rat should also be
tractable and enjoy being handled. |
always like to ask myself whether a young
child could handle and enjoy being with
this rat (under adult supervision of

course). The pet classes are usually very
popular and even though technically, show
preparation should not come into it, if you
have two rats who are on par with each
other this is often the way that the class is
decided. Short nails, clean tail, ears and
coat can make a difference. As a pet judge
you will soon appreciate the fact that an
exhibitor has taken the time to trim nails

as it means you'll go home with less
‘scratch’ damage.



So you have your first class, let’s say,
Adult Owned Pet. You place the entrants
1%'to 5" and then do the same for the
Juvenile Owned Pet. You will now have
10 rats and these will form the basis for
your Pet Challenge. You now judge the
1% place rat from these two classes to
decide 1'in the Pet Challenge, let's say
the Adult Owned Pet is the best of these
two. This rat is Tin the Pet Challenge
and Best Pet, and this will make thé 1
Juvenile the Best Opposite Age Pet. Next
you judge the % Juvenile Owned Pet
against the ¥ Adult Owned Pet, if the™
Adult is your preferred choice then this
will be 2%in the pet challenge and
Reserve Best Pet. Next coméSllivenile
Owned Pet against®3Adult Owned Pet:

if the Juvenile is your choice out of these
two then the Juvenile i$%n the Pet
Challenge. Next you would judge thé 3
placed Adult Owned Pet against tHé 2
placed Juvenile Owned Pet, if th€ 3

Adult Owned Pet is your choice then this
will be 4" in the Pet Challenge. You
would then decide your5place in the pet
challenge by deciding upon the best from
4" Adult Owned Pet and thé%placed
Juvenile Owned Pet. Having completed
your Pet Challenge (and please remember
there will always be someone who can
assist if you get ‘stuck’ with what to do),
you now move on to the ‘specials’. These
are rosettes awarded to the rats that you
feel deserve a special award: normally the
show secretary will advise you if there is a
particular special to be awarded, but as a
general rule you get to choose. Some
examples are curliest whiskers, butchest
buck, and judge’s favourite.

Don't forget to complete your paperwork
as you go along so the judging strips can
be given to the show secretary to complete
the prize cards. Once you have finished
the judging please let the show secretary
know so that those rats in pet classes can
now be entered into the agility event
should their owners wish.

Now when you get home and you think
it's all over, itis not! Don't forget to write
a show report and send it to the Publicity
Officer for inclusion in the next issue of
the ERC newsletter.

Taken at Diss. Name unknown

Basil

Joanna Pierre (aged 37Y2)

| realised recently that time really does fly:
| have been keeping rats for nearly eight
years. Well, when | say | have been
keeping them, | mean my daughter Kirsty
had a rat bought for hel'®irthday.

When the rat gave birth | took over; much
to Kirst's dismay. Now as Kirsty reaches
her 18" birthday | look back and cannot
remember a time when we didn’t have rats
in our lives.

Over the years | have bred probably
hundreds of rats and | wish | could
remember them all. But | destroyed a lot
of my notes | had about my previous rats
and the breeding programme | had when |
no longer had a co-breeder. | kept my rex
information but that is all.

| nearly lost my Essex line a couple of
years ago and was lucky that Ann Storey
had a line of Essex she was using with her
chinchilla line, so | was able to start again,



and this time | kept more detailed records.

So when | think back over the years only a
few rats jump into my mind and they are
the special ones to me.

The most special rat | ever had, | called
Basil. He was Blue Agouti and | got him
from Ann Storey. He was to start our Blue
Agouti Essex line and he was the most
beautiful rat | had ever seen. Ann may
disagree with this because | am sure when
we were in her shed she showed me a litter
of Silver Fawn'’s and they were also lovely
(her shed was and still is impressive).
Anyway this Blue Agouti buckvas just

what | wanted and nothing else would do.

I named him Basil, and to this day | do not
know why: he just looked like a Basil and
he had personality and was a good stud
buck. | tried showing him once but he
didn't like the experience. | guess he
realised that he was a stud buck not a
show buck!

Anyone who came to my home had to see
Basil and had to say how wonderful he
was and his first litter was exciting as he
mostly produced Agoutis which still
happens to me today!

| did breed Blue Agouti Essex from him
but his children didn’t have the right
markings to be shown but they all
inherited his personality. His son Spike
grew to be a huge Blue Agouti Essex and |
had him as a free range rat, keeping the
mice at bay and wooing the ladies that
escaped from their cage. Spike and Basil
are to this day my most favourite boys.

Basil lived with a chinchilla and a
Cinnamon buck but sadly | don’t remem-
ber their names. | remember we had to
take all three on holiday one year because
the chinchilla had an ear infection that
required medicine so | had to take them
with me. | can honestly say that is the first
and last time | have done that!

When Basil died, he died of old age. He
was in good spirits until the end. He still
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ate first and kept the others in line and
would have liked to be with the girls but

he began to lose weight and look like a
little old man. When he died | cried all
day. | remember | was glad | was alone
because it would be hard for anyone else
to understand how could | be so upset
about a rat when | had at least thirty
others. | cried because | knew there would
never be another Basil and there never has
been. Within one month both his cage
mates had fallen ill and | had to have them
put down. They died of broken hearts.

His son Spike was a help: he was a little
bit of Basil but a great rat in his own right.
Spike and Basil are in my Essex line but
they are years back and | have never
produced any Blue and Blue Agouti from
the line, lots of Agouti’s though!

I have fond memories of Basil, walking
across the computer keyboard whilst | was
trying to read my e-mails and chewing on
the paper in the printer, loving the ladies
and being the greatest rat | ever had.

Basil
(This is the best we could do from an old
print. Jo says that he loved the ladies: the
one he is sitting on is Lara Croft not Jo.
Ed.)



Being a Show Secretary

Lian O’Sullivan

Having written an article for the newsletter
on judging pets and having a ‘virgin’ show
secretary for our summer show | thought
an article on what the job involves might
not go amiss.

Knowing that you are show secretary for a
show means, firstly ensure that the ERC
publicity officer has details of the show
for inclusion in Ratlines (The ERC
newsletter). Included in this information
will need to be details of the date and
venue of the show, who the pet judge is,
who the variety judge is ( the Events Co-
ordinator will arrange the judges for you),
whether there is an agility event, raffle,
food etc. and most importantly of all,
contact details for exhibitors to enter their
rats. Don't forget as show sec it is up to
you to decide on the closing date & time
for the entries and how entries are to be
made e.g. post, e-mail, telephone.

When entries come in you will need the
following information:-

For variety show entries

Name of exhibitor and if they are an
adult or juvenile.

The variety of rat e.g. Blue Agouti
Whether it is a buck or a doe
Whether it is an adult or a kitten.

For pet entries

Name of exhibitor and if they are adult
or juvenile
Whether the rat is a buck or a doe

The way | work is that after having
scribbled the entries down (making sure |
can read them) | then transfer this
information to a duplicate book and list
the entries on the entry sheet (copies of
this can be obtained from the Events Co-
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ordinator), this will allocate the rat with a
number for its class. | then record the
number in the duplicate book and write a
pen/tank number for the rat.

To enable the judge to award best stud
buck and best juvenile (this is a special
rosette), it is necessary to record on the
entry sheet whether the rat is a buck and
the exhibitor a juvenile. This information
will be needed to compile a stud buck list
and juvenile list for the judge.

If you are uncertain as to the variety of rat,
the ERC uses the NFRS show schedule so
check their website www.nfrs.org and

look on the varieties page. Remember
Dumbos go in their own show at present at
the request of ERC members.

When writing out the pen labels it is usual
to use black ink for Adult rats (odd class
numbers) red for Kittens (even class
numbers). If new varieties are entered
then | normally use purple because they do
not take part in the challenges or stud buck
competition so a different colour makes it
easier for the steward to see. For pets, the
colouris up to you as long as it is clear: |
normally use blue for adult owned rats and
green for juvenile owned rats.

Once you have written out the pen labels,
attach them to the exhibitors copy in your
duplicate book.

When all the entries are in you need to
complete the results slips, which you fill
out using the entry schedule as reference.
An example of a results slip is shown at
the bottom of page 8.

If you remember to use the entry sheet as
your guide you shouldn’t have any
problems. Prior to the show starting you
need to give the results sheet and rosette
list to the judges and when they have
finished a page they will then return the
end two columns of the results sheet to
you so that you can complete the place
cards and rosettes.



So having gathered all the paperwork you job but don't forget if you are not 100%
need, the day of the show arrives. Make sure about something ask.
sure you arrive early so that you can get g, fina|ly a list of bits and pieces that you

yourself a_nd any of your own rats _ready in may or may not need but are handy to
plenty of time. You will be the main point

have:-
of contact for everybody at the show, so N
before a mad rush for pen labels com- Pens for writing out cards
mences make sure you put out the Coloured pens for writing pen labels

prepared labels where they can be picked Sticky labels
up easily by exhibitors. You will need to
get someone to run the raffle and collect
monies for guess the name of the rat. It
will be your responsibility to collect entry
monies for the pet and variety shows.

Duplicate book

Entry sheet, Results slips & Rosette list
(these can be obtained from the
Events Co-ordinator)

Scissors

Coloured dots (for the judge to use to
indicate placing of rat) unless you
can find packs with 5 colours reéf 1
blue 29 yellow 39 green 4 and one
other for §' or the judge will have to

Make a note of the amount of money
collected throughout the day and give this
information (which you record on the
finance sheet) and the cash to the ERC
Treasurer at the end of the show.

Entry fees are £1 per rat for pet and write 5" place.
variety classes and 70 pence for agility. Raffle tickets
For you the day will be spent collecting Spare paper

entry money, filling out place cards and
rosettes and generally ensuring that the
show runs smoothly. One VERY
important point is to make sure that the
venue is left in a clean and tidy state. You -
may find that delaying the presentation Plasters — just in case!!!!!!

until the hall is clean will mean that it If you have any further questions or if you
stops those that make a dash for it straight would like to volunteer to act as show
after receiving their rosettes. secretary at an ERC show please contact
the Events Co-ordinator.

Small amount of change for that
exhibitor who wants to enter 1 rat
and only has a £10 note!

Sticky tape

Being a show secretary is not a difficult

Estuary Rat Club
Show Venue Date Judge
Pen No. | Placse Comments Pen No. Place
P.E.W Ad P.E.W Ad
101 101
102 102




A Fine Romance.

Emma Sims

| thought I'd write a bit about my first
experiences of breeding rats. Sadly, |
don’t have room for more than one cage,
so | don’t own any does, but when Jo
mentioned that she’d like to mate one of
her does (Pearl) to my buck Reuben, | was
very excited!

Pearl is actually the sister of three of my
boys — they came from the litter that Paula
bred last year (you may remember her
article in the newsletter). She is a Russian
blue rex, and also a Dumbo catrrier.

Reuben is my little buck, who came from
a pet shop. Nobody quite knows what he
is (apart from very mis-marked!) — he’s
white with beige (we think possibly Buff!)
patches around his face, and a few
scattered on his back. He is a Dumbo with
Ruby eyes. He is also quite small — he
was tiny when | bought him and despite
my best efforts to feed him up, he
remained quite small, and currently only
weighs 420 grams.

However, for what he lacks in size, he
more than makes up for in personality,
which is one of the reasons that Jo wanted
to breed from him. He’s a very loving
little chap, but is also very naughty — the
trouble is, he’s so cute, you can never get
angry with him!

So here is my diary about the trials and
tribulations of my first ratty mating!
Sundayl12th February/Monday 13
February

First two attempts have failed — Pearl has
not come into season. Poor Reuben looks
a bit put out by her rejections!

Tuesday 1¥ February

It's Valentines Day, but romance is still
not in the air for Pearl and Reuben! In

fact they had quite a squabble tonight, and
Reuben got very cross with Pearl! The
fight has resulted in Reuben’s ear getting
caught, causing a blood filled blister to
develop! Perhaps this isn't as straightfor-
ward as | first thought!

Wednesday 1% February

At last! Pearl is clearly in season — |
tickled her bum, and she froze and flapped
her ears! Put Reuben in with her at about
8.30. He took a few minutes to work
things out, but soon got to know what was
required!

Thursday 16' February

Returned Reuben to the rest of the boys
this morning. Rubbed them all in vanilla
extract, to help disguise Pearl’s smell, but
they are far too clever for that! Poor
Reuben is getting a beating, but | leave
them to it and go to work.

Friday 17" February

Oh dear — Reuben has turned into a little
horror! He has got a little big for his tiny
boots, and is terrorising the other 3 boys,
particularly Little Billl Tank has put him

in his place a few times, but Reuben is not
put off! His favourite trick is to sidle up to
his “victim” and nip their face! Jo has
assured me that this will calm down — |
hope she’s right!

Saturday 18 February

Andrew wakes me this morning to tell me
there’s blood in the cage! In a slight
panic, | run downstairs to check for
injuries, thinking Reuben’s antics have got
out of hand!

However, | can find no signs of injury.
Upon further examination, | realise that
the blood, is actually urine with blood in

it, and soon discover that it is coming from
Reuben. | phone the vets and make an
appointment for Monday. By the after-
noon, his urine seems to be clear again,
but | keep an eye on him. | try watering
down some cranberry juice for him to



drink, as this is supposed to be good for
urinary infections, but all the boys turn
their noses up. | suppose it is a bit tart!

Sunday 18 February

Things are settling down a bit — Reuben
seems to be calming down. His urine is
still clear.

Monday 20" February

Took Reuben to the vets tonight, complete
with a wee sample! It has tested clear, so
if there was any infection there, it has now
cleared up.

Pearl would be due to come into season
again tonight, but she hasn't, so it's
looking probable that the mating has
worked!!!

Friday 24" February

Still no sign of Pearl going into season, so
it looks like she’s pregnant!

Monday 27" February

Took Pearl home to Jo’s. | will miss her —
she’s a real cutie! Gave Jo the “Cuddle
Cup” that Pearl loved to sleep in, so she
can have it in her cage at home. Now we
just have to wait for the birth!

Tuesday ¥ March

No sign of the kittens yet, although Jo says
that Pearl is getting fatter by the day!

Reuben is still occasionally picking on
Little Bill — he likes to think he’s top dog
these days!!!!

Thursday ¢" March

At last! The kittens have arrived, and it
looks like quite a large litter. Jo thinks
that there are more than 10, but gave up
counting, as they were so wriggly!

Sunday 13 March

Have now had the first photos of Pearl's
litter. Jo has now confirmed there are 10,
although she suspects there may have bee
a couple more that may have died.
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A bit out of focus but the only picture of
the new litter. Taken by Jo’s Dave.

Wednesday 15 March

It looks like the kitten’s are all black —
possibly a few with white bellies, so
there’s Berkshire in there somewhere! We
don’t know Reuben'’s history, so the
colours were always going to be a
surprise. Jo explained to me that the first
generation of kittens from a Russian blue
mated to another colour, end up being
black, so we are no nearer to knowing
what colours/markings Reuben actually
carries — except maybe Berkshire!

Monday 27" March

The litter has produced lots of Dumbos
and Rexes — today | received a photo of
the little chap that | may be having — a
little black Berkshire Dumbo Rex! He's
totally adorable! I'm looking forward to
seeing the kittens next Sunday!

Sunday 2% April

Went to Jo’s today to see the kittens.
Paula, Nadine and Michelle came too, as
they wanted to pick one or two as well! |
had a choice of two, but couldn’t decide
between them, so Jo picked for me. My
little one is a Dumbo Rex, with a big white
belly, and a stripe under his chin that
looks like a tie! They had made a home
inside a loaf of bread, and looked very
funny all piled inside! They were all so

Tcute — | can't wait to take my little one

homel!



Doolan Tongue

Bread Babies

Reuben Junior

By the time you all read this, Reuben’s
son will be at home with me, and the other
9 kittens settled in their new homes. (All
of the litter have homes — between Jo,
Nadine, Paula, Michelle, Nick and
myself.) Despite the little problems that
have cropped up along the way (such as
Reuben turning into a little testosterone
fuelled monster!!!!), it has been an
amazing experience — Looking at the 3
week old kittens, it seemed amazing that

my Reuben has helped to create these little

lives!

| hope that one day when | have the room,
I will be able to breed a litter from my

own doe, but this has been a wonderful
and enlightening experience!

My first rat

Michelle Boyd

I can remember like it was yesterday; the
day | got Marbles from a small pet shop.
It was my 2% Birthday, and | had wanted
arat for a long time. My brother had two
and | was so besotted by them.

Marbles was an Irish with a white kissable
belly. He lived by himself until he died,
but he had a wonderful and exciting life.
He loved his food like any other rat, but he
also loved his diet coke. You only had to
pull the ring pull of the can and he was
there. He also liked a capful of Baileys on
occasions. My mum was also there to
give him lots of cuddles and extra food.

On one occasion he decided to take a walk
in the garden. As he was a rat we thought
we could trust him not to come out of his
cage: we always left the door open. On
this occasion though he decided to climb
down the wall and into the garden. There
were cats in the garden but they did him
no harm. My dad was going to kill him as
he thought he was a wild rat, but luckily
for him noticed he was mine. | don’t

know to this day how he got down there.

It will always be a mystery to me.

On another occasion | was downstairs in
the kitchen and put him down for a
minute. My mum was doing the washing
up, yes, you guessed it, and he jumped
into the washing up water. He smelled so
much after that, but it was very funny.

I will always remember him with affec-
tion.

May he always be remembered.
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ERC Pet & Agility Shows

Sunday 18th June 2006 Sunday 25th June 2006
Sussex Game Fair Blackwater Country Show
Parham Park, Storrington, Rook Hall, Chigborough Road,
West Sussex Heybridge, Essex CM9 4RB
Details at www.parhaminsussex.co.uk
Pet Judge: Paula Hunter Pet Judge: Lora Colver
Agility Judge: Lian O’Sullivan Agility Judge: Emma Sims

Doors Open at 09.30am Pet Judging starts 11am g#ity starts 10.30am

*kk Kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Pet Show Classes

Adult owned Buck, Adult owned Doe, Juvenile Ownadth,
Juvenile Owned Doe, Adult Challenge, Juvenile Gimgle and Supreme Challenge.
Rosettes: 1st — 5th in Adult Challenge, 1st — Bthuvenile Challenge
1st — 5th Supreme Challenge, Best in Show, Re®div& B.O.A Pet & various special§.

Agility Classes

Adult Owned Doe, Adult Owned Buck, Juvenile owneneD
Juvenile owned Buck
Rosettes: Si— 5"in each class & various specials.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

ENTRIES

Entries for agility taken on the day - 70p per rd&ntries for Pet Classes - £1.00 per rat
Pet entries Close: 14th June (Parham Park) 22nd June (Blackwater)

Entries to: Lian O’Sullivan
19 Wordsworth Close, Harold Hill, Romford, EssedM®&R7PD
e-mail: events@estuaryratclub.org.uk tel: 01308820 mob: 07725035471

Please leave a message and a contact telephoneenufiyou don't get an answer.
For further details see the Estuary Rat Club Websgitw.estuaryratclub.org.uk

Raffles (please bring a prize), Guess the namehef tat competitions, Refreshments 4
Food. These are Agricultural shows with lots toesand do. Proceeds from
the Blackwater show go to support the Essex Air Artgnce.

There is a limited number of free entry tickets aadpasses for Parham Park: pleas
contact Lian as soon as possible if you are intexts
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Happenings Past and Future

Show and Social Reports

Lian O'Sullivan Events Co-ordinator

Social Event at Paula Hunter’'s
House: %" February 2006

Firstly a big Thank You to Paula for
opening up her house for the first ERC
social of 2006. The Agility event was

well supported with 11 Adult Owned

Does, 12 Adult owned Bucks and 3
Juvenile owned Bucks. There was the
usual guess the name of the rat competi-
tion with Paula guessing correctly that the
rats name is Electra, this rat is also mum to
Paula’s new arrival Alaska. The lunch
time ‘spread’ was delicious with jacket
spuds, Bolognese, rat-a-2-e & quiches and
for dessert Emma’s famous Bananoffee
Pie. Michelle was once again produced
the ‘rat sofa’ and took photo’s of several

of the members rats and placed them on
disc for the owners to take away.

So the first Agility Event of 2006 has the
following results:-

Adult Owned Doe

1 Paula Hunter - Minx
2" Nick Lockett - Dinah
3 Nick Lockett - Dixie
4" Lian O'Sullivan - Eden

5" Paula Hunter - Angel
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Adult Owned Buck
1! Paula Hunter - Sponge

2" Emma Sims - Littler{fow not so tiny)
Bill

3" Paula Hunter - Boris
4" Nadine St Claire - Tollomgsp?)
5" Paula Hunter - Rascal

Special Awards

Sheila Sowter - Panda’s Son — the ‘No Go’
Buck Award

Michelle Boyd - Cheerio — the ‘No Go’
Doe award.

Bexley 11" February 2005

Many Thanks to Paula who stepped in at
the last moment due to Kevin being in
hospital, Kevin & | would like to say
thank you to all those that have sent best
wishes. By now you should have all
received your rosettes, we are going to
ensure that a lack of rosettes on the day
doesn’t happen again by making sure
those with agility sets also hold a set of
rosettes.

So as | wasn't there | can't tell any tales of
death defying agility ability or the lack of

it, so without further ado the results are as
follows:

Adult Owned Buck

1% Emma Sims - Little Bill (Dumbo)

2" Emma Sims - Tank

3 Paula Hunter - Spongebob (Dumbo)



4" Emma Sims - Oreck
5" David Friend - Thunder

Adult Doe

1% Paula Hunter - Minx (Dumbo)
2" Nick lockett - Dixie

3 Michelle Boyd - Willow (Dumbo)
4" Nick Lockett - Dinah

5" Paula Hunter - Angel

Juvenile Doe

1% Holly Storey -Ashley
2" Holly Storey - Nora

3 Holly Storey - Pancake
4" Liam Rose - Tiddler

5™ Corinne Rose - Honey

Juvenile Buck

1% Karenanne Milburn - Ninja
2" Austin Stamper - Squeak
3 Austin Stamper - Pip

NFRS Diss Show: 1% March 2006

It was good to see so many ERC members
at this show, and what a pleasant day it
was for all, congratulations to Jo for
obtaining her eighth star with her Essex
doe in the variety class, so what are you
going to call her Jo?

It was good to see several entrants in the
Juvenile agility. It is funny how they
didn’t complain about the ‘chain’ fence!
But as agreed with all those at Diss the
‘chain’ fence will appear at alternate
shows.

Adult Owned Doe

1*' Paula Hunter - Minx
2" Michelle Boyd - Willow
3 Paula Hunter - Angel
4" Lian O’Sullivan - Eden
5" Lian O’Sullivan - Blink

Adult Owned Buck

1 Emma Sims - Little Bill)
2" Emma Sims - Ruben
39 Emma Sims - Oreck
4" Paula Hunter - Boris
5" Paula Hunter - Chunk

Juvenile Owned Buck

1%t Adam Sutton - Sammy

2" Karenanne Milburn - Ninja
3 Beverley Goodchild - Matrix
4" Beverley Goodchild - Billy
5" Adam Sutton - Renaldo

Juvenile Owned Doe
1% Nathan Goulder - Eden
2" Nathan Goulder - Blink

Special awards as follows

Slow & Steady - was awarded to Michelle
Boyd with Nourishing

Slowest Clear Round — Beverley Good-
child with Guiness
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ERC Show & Event Calendar
2006

NERS Shows with ERC Agility

21% May 2006
Colchester Show.

10" June 2006
Eltham Show.

8" July 2006
Geoff Izzard Memorial Show, Tendring.

3 September 2006

London Championship Show pet day,
Reading.

23¢ September 2006

Buckenham Show, Norfolk.

For all the above Agility entries will be

taken on the day, 70p per rat. Rosetfés 1

— 8" place in each class (Adult Owned

Buck, Adult Owned Doe, Juvenile Owned

Buck, Juvenile Owned Doe)

NOTE: Rats entered in the NFRS variety
show are NOT eligible to compete in the

agility.
For variety show entries check the
N.F.R.S websitevww.nfrs.org

A Show Secretary at work
(Jo at Bexley)

Non-NFRS Shows and Socials
18" June 2006 (Sunday)

ERC Pet & Agility Show @ Parham Park

Storrington.
Full details on page 12.

25" June 2006 (Sunday)ENTRY FEE
ERC Pet & Agility Show @ The Black-
water Country Show.

Full details on page 12.

16" July 2006
Social at Paula’s

5" August 2006 (tbc)
ERC Summer Show, Colchester.

13" August 2006
Social and AGM at Nick's

12" November 2006 (tbc)
ERC Autumn Show, Colchester.
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A tense moment in the agility at Diss

Articles required for the Summer
issue of the Newsletter

Letters, Stories
Pictures, Questions etc

Send to Nick
e-mail
editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk
Mail
18 Seagers, Great Totham, Maldo
Essex CM9 8PB
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