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Editor’'s Piece

A Busy Summer

The heading says it all. | stated at the
AGM that sometimes material for Ratlines

is in rather short supply but that it ought to SE9 5ZF
be possible to keep to 16 pages per issue.
This time we have gone way over: partly www.nfrs.org

due to delaying until after the AGM but
mainly because of the large number of
events in the last few months and
members’ willingness to report on them.

For a membership form please
send a sae to the above address @
print the form from the web site.
NFRS membership forms will be

When you read this issue I'm sure you'll available at all ERC events

agree with me that everyone appears to
have had a really good time.

| don’t need to say any more.
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From the Membership
Co-ordinator

Mark Sutton

The production problems with the
membership cards have now been sorted
out. If you have not already received your
card you will find it enclosed with this
issue of Ratlines unless you have joined
fairly recently in which case it will be with
you in two or three weeks.

Because of the cost of postage and
packing I've tried to deliver badges
personally at shows etc. This method is
cheap but it makes it difficult to keep track
of who has and who hasn’t received
badges. If you haven't got your badge
(and they’re worth having) please let me
know and it will be posted to you. You
can contact me by phone, ordinary mail or
email. Details are inside the front cover.

)

V T
Estuary Rat Club < _A*
C=7

This is what you'll get!

Committee Introductions

The last time the Committee members
introduced themselves was in the newslet-
ter of August 2004. There have been a
few changes since then so with the 2006/7
Committee just elected it seems like a
good time to provide an update.

Chairman.
Hi Everyone

My name is Joanna Pierre and | am the
Chairman of the Estuary Rat Club. | have
been the chairman since we decided to
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become a club. | was originally member-
ship co-ordinator but because | am the
membership co-ordinator of the National
Fancy Rat Society and felt that | couldn’t
do the two jobs together but wanted to be
a part of the decision making in the club.

| have three children and a long suffering
other half Dave who puts up with my
disappearance at weekends and constant
chat on the telephone talking about rats. |
also have a 13 yr old cat who doesn’t
catch the wild mice; and three guinea pigs
called Phillip, Gerard and Zelos (I am not
sure of the spelling because Kirsty has
named them). | have loads of rats and my
favourite breed is, of course, the Essex. |
am currently trying to breed Blue Agouti
Essex and | also occasionally breed
Dumbo and rex. | have had rats for nine
years and still love having the little guys
around now as much as | did nine years
ago.

Ann Storey, Lian O'Sullivan and | had the
idea of starting a local club years ago and
didn’t really do anything about it until we
talked about starting up the Estuary Rat
Group and it started from there. | had the
first gathering at my house and it was a
success. | would like to thank everyone
who has helped turn us from a group to a
club and all the volunteers. | hope more of
you can come and meet us when we hold
our Annual show in November. | will be
the one supposed to be in the kitchen with
my mum!

Events Co-ordinator

My name is Lian O’Sullivan and |

currently hold the position of Events Co-
ordinator for the ERC. | have been
keeping & breeding rats for many years
now concentrating on Striped Roan, Black
Eyed White and Variegated varieties and |
am also a member of L.S.C.M.R.C and the
N.F.R.S, where | have the stud name
Rowangate registered as my prefix. |



qualified to use a stud name under the bridge Wells. My hobbies are reading,

N.F.R.S when a Blue Agouti buck that | computing and my driving ambition is to
had bred (Rowangate Fruit Bat) became a live back out in the country: a nice little
Silver variety champion at the Sheffield villa away from it all!! | hope to see you
show in 1999) | currently have a commit-  all face-to-face some time. In the

tee post within the L.S.C.M.R.C and meanwhile have fun!! Mark Sutton.

within the N.F.R.S | am a Championship

Judge and also the Judges Training Co-
ordinator. Hon. Treasurer

I live near Romford with my husband Hi, I'm Paula and I'm the Treasurer for
Kevin, around 50 rats, our two dogs Oliver Estuary Rat Club.
(Staffie), Paddy (Chocolate Labrador) and | work full time as a postlady, (yes | do

an African Grey called Sam and a Senegal have a bike!). I've owned rats for about 8
called Pebbles. So our house is a bit like a years now. | started off with one little

mini zoo! | work full time as a Railway hooded doe from Pets at Home and now
Trainer/Assessor and should | find any have my own rat room with 20! | have 8
spare time in between working and bucks and 12 does, a real mixed bunch of
looking after the rats | like to ride my colours and types. | love dumbos and
motorbike which is a Harley Davidson have a real soft spot for the Essex rat.

XL883L and has a RAT number plate. My other animals are two rabbits, Haven

As the ERC Events Co-ordinator itis my  and Bagel and two Border Terriers Tia and
job to ensure that a good working Ted. | enjoy working the dogs and

relationship is maintained between the regularly attend obedience and agility
ERC and other clubs/societies to enable  ¢lasses.

agility events to be held and also to pester
people into undertaking jobs such as show
secretary, variety judge, pet judge, run the
agility and generally ensure that the
events/socials/shows that are held are what
the ERC membership wants. So if you
wish to open up your home for a ‘social’
event, would like to volunteer to be show )
secretary, run the agility at an NFRS show Hi» I'm Emma, and | am the newly

Any spare time | have after taking care of
the animals and my husband Kev is
usually spent SHOPPING which to Kev's
dismay I'm really great at!

Hon. Secretary

or have a venue in mind that you think appointed Secretary for the club.

would be suitable for an ERC show then | have been keeping rats for nearly 7
please get in touch. Don't be shy, I don't years. When my husband and | bought
bite honest! our first house, | was looking to get a pet.

A hamster was the original choice, but

) ) when we went to view the house we now
Membership Co-ordinator live in, the owners had two hooded rats,
Hi, | am Mark your Membership Co- and my decision was made! My first two
ordinator. | live in Tunbridge Wells, Kent  does came to join us just weeks after we
with my wife and two sons Adam (14) and moved in!
Clive. We have 3 rats, a dog called Co-Co | ¢rrently have 6 bucks, but this number
and a hamster. .I am also a member of the g increasing all the time (much to my
NFRS (Trainee judge) and the MRC. 1am 1,,shand’s dismay! — he loves them, but
a full-time bus driver, working in Tun- not the destruction they cause in our living
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room!). | am hoping to breed rats in the
future, once we have moved into a bigger
house, and | can have a “rat room™!!

| am about to start my training to be a
judge, which | am looking forward to. |
love going to shows, and competing in
agility!

| am also a member of the Fancy Rats
Forum, which I think is great fun, and
enjoy chatting to other ERC members on
our own Forum.

Outside the world of rats, | enjoy reading,
and, like our treasurer Paula, | love to shop
(if there was degree in it, | would get a

first class honours!!) — | have a particular
liking for shoes and handbags!!!

Publicity Officer

My name is Nick and | look after the
website and edit Ratlines.

| have owned rats since 1999 when my
daughter went off to university leaving me
with hers. | was not keen at first but |
grew to like them so that when one died |
replaced it with two and so on. | retired in
2002 since when | have increased my rat
population to an average of six. | have
only ever had does and have not yet got
involved with breeding or showing. My
rats are strictly pets but do take part in
agility contests.

| also have a tortoise called George which
| bought over 50 years ago. She is
actually a female but it was years before |
discovered this. | am a member of
Tortoise South East.

My other interests include photography,
messing around in the garden and starting
DIY projects - finishing them isn’t a

strong point.

3rd Rat Healthcare Day

Nick Lockett

This took place on 27th May at the Animal
Ark in Goodmayes. Like the first two it
was brilliantly organised by Lora, Bev and
Lyndon with assistance from other ERC
members on the day.

Lyndon started by describing the new
licensing regulations for veterinary
medicines and the way in which these may
impact on the cost of treatment. A
particular criticism is that named brands
are licensed which means that the same
drug under a different name cannot be
used even if it is much cheaper. He
continued by discussing some of the most
common problems in rats and answered
questions.

Jill Woods gave a presentation on Bach
Flower Remedies. There are 38 of these,
each one designed to deal with a particular
negative emotion. They can be mixed
quite freely so that more than one problem
can be treated at the same time. Jill's talk
was really concerned with the use of the
remedies by humans and she admitted that
she’d never treated a rat. She was rather
pleased when she discovered how many
people in the audience had used the
Rescue Remedy on their rats.

Amaani Alam followed Jill with a talk
about another natural product: Aloe Vera.
Like Jill, Amaani’'s personal experience
has been with humans but she drew our
attention to an interesting and widely
available book by Dr. David Urch, “Aloe
Vera Nature’s Gift. Aloe Verain
Veterinary Practice”. Samples of Aloe
Vera products were available to purchase.

We were to have had a talk from Michelle
Ibrahim about Reiki which is a form of
spiritual healing that can be used on
animals but unfortunately at the last
minute Michelle was unable to attend.



Luckily Lisa-Maria Forbes was on hand to
give a demonstration of her healing
powers.

After the talks, Lyndon carried out two
surgical procedures for people to watch. -
a castration and a tumour removal.
Because of numbers it wasn’t possible for
people to see both operations and | chose
the tumour removal. It seemed to be over
in a matter of minutes and Lyndon made it

look extremely easy.

The serious stuff was accompanied by lots
of food, a raffle, ratty items for sale, and
everyone went home with a stack of
informative literature and bags of samples.

| certainly hope that there will be a fourth
healthcare day in 2007 and | would
encourage anybody who has not yet
attended one to do so.

Healthcare Day: a break in proceedings for somejto eat and a chat

Parham Park
18th June 2006

Jo Pierre

The day started badly for me, | had
planned to leave at 7 am but | slept
through my 6 am alarm call. So then |
decided | couldn’t get ready in time and
Dave (my partner) told me not to be so
silly. In the end | am glad he talked me
round as | had a really good day. We set
off an hour late with poor baby Danielle
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(who had a Weetabix in double quick
time) and then we drove the wrong way.
By the time we arrived at Parham we were
quite late and had to park in the normal car
park, so once again | didn't arrive in time
to park outside the tent!

Once in the tent | was happy. It was
lovely to see everyone and chat for a while
before preparing my rats for the pet show.

| was so lucky that my rat PB (Pesky’s
brother) won the pet show and it made me
so happy. He is a lovely rat and one of my



favourite boys. Thank you Paula (pet
judge) you made my day.

A fun part of the day was watching
Andrew having a go at agility and seeing
all the people who wanted to cuddle the
rats. Emma displayed the patience of a
saint and spent hours letting people cuddle
her rats and chatting to them. She also
organised pea bobbing (well, rats standing
in water not looking for peas).

Also thanks to Andrew for taking our
pictures, | am especially pleased with my

| ate so much but not as much as | ate the
following week at Blackwater.

| do like Parham Park and for those who
are reading this, | can say it is a lovely
show. Every year the hawk goes missing
and refuses to come back! And the frozen
yogurt van is worth every penny.

This year | wanted to buy a chicken. It
was lovely, with feathers on his feet and
all soft and white. | think that would have
pushed Dave over the edge and made me
single again, so | decided not to say

photo because he has made me look about anything.

16 yrs old. He is my hero. Thanks to Lian
for being the show secretary, without her
the show just wouldn’t go on!

Thanks to everyone who came to the show
but no thanks to Adam Sutton who soaked
me with the water spray! | will get my

The only disappointment of the day was
the Pimm'’s trailer, it wasn't at the show
this year, so | spent the day drinking cider
which was almost as good. Dave bought
an apple cake which was delicious but
Danielle wasn’t that thrilled with her
jacket potato!!!

The Eastergate Cavy Club generously allowed us to

share their marquee

For those who know me well, yes | did
buy some olives, and | forgot that | had
drunk three pints of cider and tried to get
into the driver’'s seat. Luckily Dave
stopped me and drove home with me
navigating: we got home with no
problems. We even stopped off for tea at
a little chef! Quite surprising since | had
been eating all day.

Arrived home and had apple cake and a
cup of coffee. Perfick!

The pet winner!



Parham was well-attended but not overcrowded

Social gathering at
Paula’s.
July 16th.

Jan Everett

It was a very hot sunny day when we met
up at Paula’s for the summer gathering.
Paula provided us with a cooling fruit
punch when we arrived and we all made
our way to the garden. We sat outdoors
and chatted, some taking shelter from the
sun under a garden umbrella, or sitting in
the shade provided by a wall. Little
Danielle sat happily in her pushchair with

cooking. Nick had made a delicious
coleslaw — Jo thought it was the best she
had ever tasted. Paula had made a variety
of kebabs and we had burgers and
sausages also. There were some flans and
salads, rolls and bread etc, and also roast
potatoes.

Next came dessert — now | haven't been
able to attend very many of our social
events, but | do believe someone has put
in a permanent request to Emma for
banoffee pie and chocolate cake. This
time, as we were at the height of the
strawberry season, Emma had also made a
fresh strawberry version. It was definitely

her own personal sunshade — she also got anot an occasion for watching the waistline

very special welcome from Paula’s dogs.

The food was really excellent and very
wide in choice. Kevin got the barbecue
under way and did a really excellent job of
cooking the food, but there were various
nibbles available whilst the food was
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as | think most of us sampled more than
one desert!

The rats were not forgotten either — Paula
had made them some lollies — ice cubes
containing peas and sweet corn which
proved very popular. We had our usual



‘guess the name of the rat’ for which the
prize was...a rat....but this was a cuddly
toy rat.

Then it was time to set up the agility
course. | had never tried rat agility before
and Paula and Emma both offered to let
me borrow rats so that | could have a go.,
(thanks for that, girls) | couldn’t choose —
they were all gorgeous — so Paula picked
Daisy and Ocean for me to put round the
course. | really enjoyed this, but the girls
obviously knew what they had to do
anyway. | think some really fast times
were recorded that afternoon.

Of course we also had the obligatory raffle
— and as usual there was plenty of
chocolate on offer and a variety of other
prizes, Just after we'd drawn the raffle the
two dogs started playing together and their
antics had little Danielle nearly hysterical
with laughter — | do wish | had had a
camcorder with me. Fortunately Andrew
was on hand with a still camera and I'm
sure he must have captured some wonder-
ful shots that day.

All in all it was a very enjoyable day out, a
chance to get together and to raise some
cash for the club. | would like to say a big
thank you to those members, and their
partners, who so generously open their
homes to us for these socials.

Emma'’s recipe for banoffee pie can be
found on page 14.

Ed.

Blackwater show

Joanna Pierre

What a lovely day! Thanks to Lora Colver
for judging the pets. As ever she had a

really hard job to do, but to be honest she
is the best pet judge we have and knows

what a real pet should be like.

| enjoyed being show secretary as really it
isn’'t that hard - with just a bit of writing to
do. As usual we had the agility which is
always fun. The cuddle rats were
excellent and very popular almost all day.
| cannot emphasise enough how great

these country shows are, they have every

kind of food and drink you can think of
and also so much stuff to buy as well as
other animals and demonstrations. Itis a
brilliant day out for all the family and | am
glad to say we have been invited back
again next year and | am happy to show
sec again. If you have the day free |
recommend you come down and see us
even enter in the pets and have a go on the
agility. Remember to bring some money
especially if you have kids!

Thank you to everyone you came not just
those that entered their rats but those of
you who turned up to support us. Also |

end this short piece in saying how sad it

was that Mark and his lovely dog Co-Co

didn’t win the prettiest bitch but you both
did in the eyes of the ERC!

Blackwater: something for everybody
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Blackwater offered plenty of space inside ..

.. and even more outside!

Could’ve been useful in a
penalty shoot-out.
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AGM

The minutes of the AGM have been
included with this newsletter as a
separate document. In them you will
find a reference to a very special
agility award presented to Jo’s mum
Maureen. Here is Maureen receiving
her apron from Lian (with Danielle
looking rather disapproving).

The rain held off long enough for everyone to gathéside for a group photo.
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Spangles

Those of you who read the forum will
have been sorry to learn that Jo’s buck
Spangles died on 26th July aged 20
months.

Before she left the ERC Michelle took
this picture of Spangles relaxing in her
sofa.

Forum and Website

Nick Lockett

At the AGM the membership voted in
favour of making the forum a permanent
feature. To date the forum has not been
running on the ERC’s own server but in
the next couple of weeks it will be
transferred. This is a three stage process.
The current software will be updated to
the latest version, a copy of the latest
version will also be installed on the ERC
server and finally the database (which

contains all the posts) will be copied to the
ERC server. If all goes well no informa-
tion will be lost but there will be periods

of downtime. A warning message will be
issued when these are likely to happen.

| promised to provide a few facts and
figures about usage of the website.

The number of hits on our website has
increased steadily over the last 12 months
and the average is now about 3500 per
month. It is often impossible to tell
whether a hit is from a genuine visitor or
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whether it is computer generated but it's
likely that well over 50% are computers.
Some of these may be acting with
malicious intent e.g. trawling for e-mail
addresses which can then be sent spam,
but others will be collecting information to
be included in search-engine databases.
These work to our advantage because it
helps people to find our site. Taking July
as an example only 22% of the hits were
from UK sites but given that spamming
activity seems to be concentrated in the
US and Eastern Europe, the chances are
that these were people showing genuine
interest.

A lot of people visit our site as a result of
being diverted from another rat site.
Particularly helpful in this respect are:
Alphacentauri, Fancy-Rats (even though
our link has only recently been included in
their list), ratz.co.uk and Rowangate.

A smaller number of people arrive via the
Google and MSN search engines and it is
interesting to note the search-strings that

have been entered. Favourites are Debbie

Ducommun, rat agility, Ecopetbed, Alpha
Herbal and various other ones relating to
rat health.

Our most popular pages are Healthcare,
Links, About Us, Contacts and Events.
These provide a useful indication of which
pages need to be improved or updated. |
will have a go at livening up the About Us
and Events pages - in particular through
the inclusion of more (and up-to-date)
pictures. Assistance with updating the list
of references on the Healthcare page
would be most welcome as nothing has
been added since the site was originally
set up.

Recipe Corner

Emma Sims.

Ingredients:

1 Jar of Merchant Gourmet Dulce De
Leche Original Banoffee Toffee (available
from most supermarkets — usually with the
jam)

20 digestive biscuits

100g unsalted butter - melted

2 - 3 firm bananas, sliced

Small carton of double cream, whipped

Method:

1. Place the biscuits in a bag and
crumble with a rolling pin. Put
into a bowl, mix in the melted
butter then spoon into a 25cm tart
tin. Press the mixture down well
to form an even layer before re-
frigerating for 1 hour.

Spread the biscuit base with the
Dulce De Leche (amount used is
according to taste), add a layer of
sliced bananas and top with the
whipped cream. Sprinkle with
chocolate or toasted almonds.

If you use a smaller tin, adjust quantities
to suit — e.g.: 15 digestive biscuits with
759 of butter.

You can also use different fruit for a
change — strawberries work well for
“Strawnoffee Pie"!ll
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2nd ERC Pet, Variety & Agility Show

Sunday 12" November 2006

Location: Tollgate Scout Hut, Tollgate, Nr Colcheter, Essex
(This is about 80 yards from the Tollgate Villagalllbn the opposite side of the road

Doors Open at 09.30am
Judging starts 11am
Agility starts 10.30am
*kkkkk * *% * *% * *kkkk *kkkkk * *kkkkkkkkkk
Pet Show
Judge: Nadine St. Claire
Classes: Adult owned Buck, Adult owned Doe, Julee®wned Buck,
Juvenile Owned Doe, Adult Challenge, Juvenile Gimgle and Supreme Challenge.
Rosettes: 1st — 5th in Adult Challenge, 1st — Bthuvenile Challenge
1st — 5th Supreme Challenge, Best in Show, Reddi&& B.O.A Pet & various special

kkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkkhkkkkhkk

Variety Show
Judge: Julie Oliver

Classes: As per N.F.R.S Show Schedule,
exception: all Dumbo’s to be shown in their ownsslahow.

Rosettes: 1st — 5th Supreme Challenge, BestBedt, marked, Best A.O.V,
Best Stud Buck, B.1.S, R.B.1.S & B.O.A. Dumbo’s: 1st — 5th place

*kkkk*k * *% * *% * *kkkk *kkkkk * *kkkkkkkkkkx
Agility Judge: t.b.d.
Classes: Adult Owned Doe, Adult Owned Buck, Jueeoivned Doe,
Juvenile owned Buck
Rosettes: Si— 5" in each class & various specials.

kkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkhhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhhkkkhkkkk K*kkkkkkkkkkk

ENTRIES

Entries for agility taken on the day — 70p per rat.
Entries for Pet & Variety Classes - £1.00 per rat
Entries Close:MONDAY 6" NOVEMBER @ 9pm
E-mail entries should be sent to tBleow Secretary, Emma Simsat
2006show@estuaryratclub.org.uk

Details for ordinary mail and telephone entries lsarfound on page 2.

For any last minute changes please see the EfRaai@lub Website
www.estuaryratclub.org.uk

Raffle (please bring a prize), Guess the name & tht competition,
Refreshments & Food.

D .
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Happenings Past and Future

Agility and Show Reports

Lian O'Sullivan Events Co-ordinator

NFRS Spring Cup Show Dartford
22" April 2006

The ERC were once again invited to
attend this show; Congratulations to Ann
Storey who won B.I.S and R.B.1.S & to
Tina Williams who won B.O.A both are
ERC members Tina being our Hon. Sec.

A total of 29 rats took part in the agility
event, 12 Adult Owned Does, 8 Adult
Owned Bucks, 6 Juvenile Owned Bucks &
3 Juvenile Owned Does.

The results of the agility are as follows:-
Adult Owned Doe

1% Michelle Boyd & Willow

2" Lian O'Sullivan & Eden

3 Michelle Boyd & Caramel

4" Joanna Pierre & Huff

5" Lian O'Sullivan & Crushed Ice

Adult Owned Buck

1 David Friend & Harry

2" Emma Sims & Bill

3“ Andrew Warner & Basil
4" Emma Sims & Milo

5" Andrew Warner & Hobbs

Juvenile Owned Buck
1%t Karenanne Millburn & Shadow

2" Karenanne Millburn & Barkstripe
3 Holly Storey-Smith & Spud
4" Karenanne Millburn & Ninja

Juvenile Owned Doe

1*' Holly Storey-Smith & Pancake

2" Holly Storey-Smith & Black Beauty
3 Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley

Special Awards

‘Go Under Everything’ Award —
Gabby Holmes & Cobway

‘Squishy Shape’ Award —
Andrew Warner & Basil

‘Likes the ' Jump’ Award —
Daryl Marsh & Snuffles

‘Good Style’ Award —
Karenanne Millburn & Shadow

Eltham Show 1d" June 2006

A very hot day, where | was judging the
pets: congratulations to Karenanne
Millburn one of Estuary Rat Club’s Junior
members for winning Best Pet. Many
thanks also to Maureen (Jo’s mum) who
kept us all supplied with food and
refreshments, and to Michelle Boyd who
ran the agility. The agility entry and
results sheet were given to me after the
show and unfortunately didn’t have
surnames completed. Just a point people:
if you run the agility can you ensure
surnames/family names are also included
on the sheet so | am able to record points
for the annual point’s cups.
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The results were as follows:
Adult Owned Doe

1% Michelle Boyd & Willow
2" Joanna Pierre & Bramble
3 Lian O’Sullivan & Blink
4" Michelle Boyd & Caramel
5" Andrew ?? & Ribs

Adult Owned Buck

1% Emma Sims & Tank
2" David Friend & Harry
3“ Emma Sims & Doolan
4" Emma Sims & Reuben
5" Emma Sims & Milo

Juvenile Owned Buck
1% Holly Storey-Smith & Spud

Juvenile Owned Doe

1% Holly Storey-Smith & Black Beauty
2"Holly Storey-Smith & Pancake

3 Holly Storey-Smith & Galaxy

4" Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley

Specials were awarded to:-
Holly Storey-Smith for Slow & Steady
Andrew ?? the ‘| want my dad award’

Colchester 25" May 2006

Due to a previous commitment (playing
with motorbikes) | was unable to attend
this NFRS show, but here are the results:-

Adult Owned Doe

1% Paula Hunter & Minx
2" Michelle Boyd & Willow
3 Nick Lockett & Dinah
4" Nick Lockett & Dixie

5" Paula Hunter & Quiver

Adult Owned Buck
1 Emma Sims & Little Bill
2" Paula Hunter & Boris

3 Paula Hunter & Sponge Bob Square
Pants

4" Paula Hunter & Alaska
5" Emma Sims & Doolan

Juvenile Owned Doe

1! Holly Storey-Smith & Pancake

2" Holly Storey — Smith & Black Beauty
3 Holly Storey — Smith & Ashley

4" Holly Storey — Smith & Galaxy

Juvenile Owned Buck

1% Karenanne Millburn & Shadow
2" Karenanne Millburn & Barkstripe
3 Karenanne Millburn & Ninja

4" Holly Storey — Smith & Spud

Specials

The Washed Award — Nadine St. Claire &
Rafferty

| Want my Mum award — Paula Smith &
Pumpkin

The Flappy Ears Award — Holly Storey-
Smith & Galaxy
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Parham Park Country & Game
Fair, 18th June 2006

Our second year at this venue. For those
of you who have not yet been it is well
worth the trip as it is held at a country fair,
so there is lots to see and this time we
were situated just across from a bar!!! So
many thanks to the Eastergate Cavy Club
for inviting us in 2006 and before anyone
asks, yes the ERC has been invited back
for 2007.

Second year running Jo was late! Jo, |
will give you a call next year so you don’t
go back to sleep and perhaps it can be
third year lucky. Even though Jo was late
arriving, her rat still won Best Pet, well
done. Many Thanks to Paula Hunter for
judging the pets, to everyone who helped
with the agility and rat P.R and brought
along cuddle rats for the public to see and
hold. | would also like to thank Andrew
Sims for undertaking the job of ‘official’
ERC photographer, nearly 200 photo’s
were taken to record this event so the ERC
will have a good choice for the newsletter,
publicity and for recording the ERC'’s
history.

These are the agility results:

Adult Owned Buck

1st Emma Sims & Milo (the rat formerly
known as Blanket)

2nd Emma Sims & Reuben
3rd Joanna Pierre & R.J
4th Paula Hunter & Pesky
5th Emma Sims & Oreck

Adult Owned Doe

1st Paula Hunter & Minx
2nd Paula Hunter & Quiver
3rd Lian O'Sullivan & G17

4th Anna Taylor & Soot
5th Anna Taylor & Millie

Juvenile Owned Buck
1st Adam Sutton & Renaldo
2nd Adam Sutton & Sammy

Special Rosettes

Weave Award — for best style of the
slalom — Paula Hunter & Sponge Bob

Slowest time of the day — Joanna Pierre &
Higgins

Clear Round with a borrowed rat — Debbie
Edwards & G48

Blackwater Country Show

25" June 2006

Agility Results

Ouir first time at this venue, although
lacking in olives (for Jo) and frozen
yoghurt (for Emma) a good day was had
by all at this country show which was run
to aid the Essex Air Ambulance. We had
our own marquee with the crepe stall and
coffee stand just a couple of stalls away!

Many thanks to Lora for judging the pets,
and to all those who helped with the rat
P.R. which seems to have attracted a
constant stream of people asking questions
and wanting to hold a rat!

Adult Owned Buck

1%t Andrew Sims & Oreck (looks like
you've got competition Emmal)

2" Paula Hunter & Boris

3 Paula Hunter & Sponge Bob
4" Paula Hunter & Alaska

5" Nadine St. Claire & Rafferty
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Adult Owned Doe

1% Paula Hunter & Minx
2" Lian O'Sullivan & G17
3 Nick Lockett & Dixie
4" Nick Lockett & Dinah
5" Paula Hunter & Quiver

Blackwater Country Show
25" June 2006

Pet Show Results
This is Lora’s Report

Thank you to Lian for the lift, to Emma

for the chocolate cake and to all the cute
rats for letting me give them all kisses and
cuddles.

Adult Owned Buck

1st: ABO5 (Paula Hunter). Huge squish of
a lad who lapped up kisses and cuddles.
2nd: AB09 (Nadine St. Claire). Gentle lad
who was content to sit snuggled in my
arms.

3rd: AB06 (Emma Sims). | got smothered
in kisses from this very licky lad.

4th: ABO4 (Paula Hunter). Another huge
squish who adored having his tummy
tickled.

5th: AB11 (Jo Pierre). Very handsome rex
who loved having his ears rubbed.

Adult Owned Doe

1st: AD04 (Jo Pierre). Pretty kitten
content to sit with me quietly.

2nd: ADO2 (Lian O'Sullivan). This
georgous girl loved having her tummy
kissed

3rd: ADO3 (Jo Pierre). Very inquisitive
doe who needed to explore me.

4th: ADO1 (Lian O'Sullivan). Lovely
looking doe who let me stroke her, but
wouldn't let me hold her.

Adult Challenge

1st: ABO5 (BIS)
2nd: ADO4 (RBIS)
3rd: AB0O9

4th: ABO6

5th: ABO4

There were no Juvenile entries

Special Awards

Snooze Award: AB02 (Lian O'Sullivan).
This handsome lad slept through the entire
competition, not even being picked up to
be judged warranted his full conscious-
ness. He only woke up as we were
packing away for the day.

Soppiest Buck: AB04 (Paula Hunter).
Sat in his show tank with a pile of
shavings on his head for some time,
making no effort to remove them, then
when | picked him up he just rolled onto
his back and demanded a tummy rub.

Fattest Rat:: ABO5 (Paula

Hunter). Based on the number of people |
heard walk past his show-tank as | was
judging and exclaim "look at the size of
that one". A real two-hander.

Snuggliest Rat: ABO7 (Emma

Sims). Buried his head in my arms to
"hide" and was just content to snuggle up
to me and give me lots of kisses.

Rat with the Longest Whiskers: AB10
(Nadine St. Claire). Self explanatory

Rat with the Curliest Whiskers: AB11
(Jo Pierre). Any curlier and they'd be
ringlets.

Nosiest Doe: ADO3 (Jo Pierre). Really

made a point of checking out the insides of
my ears, nostrils, mouth, tried to get inside
my clothes and have a good route around.
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Doe with the softest fur: ADO1 (Lian
O'Sullivan). Thick, super-soft fur that you
can just bury your hands in. Lovely.

Rat the Judge Wanted to Take Home
(and would have done if his owner hadn't
spotted me):

ADO04 (Paula Hunter). How can | resist a
daft soppy buck who lays on his back
wanting his tummy tickled?!!

N.F.R.S Geoff Izzard Memorial
Show, Tendring
8th July 2006

Adult Owned Doe

1st Paula Hunter & Minx
2nd Joanna Pierre & Hinge
3rd Nick Lockett & Dinah
4th Lian O'Sullivan & G17
5th Nick Lockett & Dixie

Adult Owned Buck

1st Emma Sims & Reuben
2nd Emma Sims & Little Bill
3rd Paula Hunter & Boris
4th Emma Sims & Milo

5th Paula Hunter & Alaska

Juvenile Owned Buck

1st Karenanne Millburn & Shadow
2nd Karenanne Millburn & Barkstripe
3rd Karenanne Millburn & Ninja

Juvenile Owned Doe

1st Holly Storey-Smith & Choco
2nd Holly Storey-Smith & Galaxy
3rd Holly Storey-Smith & Ashley

4th Holly Storey-Smith & Pancake
5th Holly Storey-Smith & KitKat

Social at Paula’s, 18 July 2006

A very enjoyable event described
elsewhere in this newsletter.

The agility results were as follows:

Adult Owned Buck

1% Paula Hunter & Sponge
2" Emma Sims & Milo

3 Paula Hunter & Rascal
4" Emma Sims & Reuben
5" Paula Hunter & Alaska

Adult Owned Doe

1% Paula Hunter & Minx

2" Nick Lockett & Dinah

3 Paula Hunter & Angel

4" Nick Lockett & Dixie

5" Nick Lockett & Genevieve

There were no Juvenile entries

Specials

Not Built for Agility award -
Emma Sims & Oreck
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ERC 2nd AGM
13th August 2006

A big Thank You to Nick for opening up
his house for the second AGM, a very wet
day which meant the BBQ was not
possible, but Nick still managed to cook a
mean indoor BBQ on his grill!!!!

14 Adult Owned Bucks, 11 Adult Owned
Does and 1 Juvenile Owned Buck took
part in the Agility and the results are as
follows:-

Adult Owned Doe

1st Paula Hunter & Minx

2nd Nick Lockett & Genevieve
3rd Joanna Pierre & Heaven
4th Joanna Pierre & Sky

5th Nick Lockett & Guinevere

Adult Owned Buck
1st Nadine St. Claire & Rafferty

2nd Lian O’Sullivan & Nut . . .
i . Dinah came 3rd in her agility class at
3rd Lian O'Sullivan & BBJ Tendring but disgraced herself

4th Emma Sims & Milo by biting an NFRS official
5th Lian O'Sullivan & Marble Prince

Juvenile Owned Buck
1st Adam Sutton & Sammy

Specials

Pole Dance Award — Nadine St. Claire &
Penwyn

(Please note that points scored at the
AGM are included in the 2006/7 totals and
not in the aggregate table which follows.)
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Aggregate Agility Points 2005/2006

The agility points winners for the previous yeae helow for # — 6" place. Should you

wish to see the full list of points awarded theegsle send me a sae

ADULT OWNED DOE

Paula Hunter Minx (d) 48
Nick Lockett Dinah 19
Paula Hunter Angel 17
Nick Lockett Dixie 14
Joanna Pierre Honey Apple Blossom 11
Lian O’Sullivan G17 9
ADULT OWNED BUCK
Emma Sims Little Bill (d) 42
Paula Hunter Boris 26
Paula Hunter Sponge (d) 19
Emma Sims Tank 17
Emma Sims Reuben (d) 15
Emma Sims Milo 13
JUVENILE OWNED BUCK
Adam Sutton Sammy 18
Karenanne Millburn Ninja 17
Holly Storey-Smith Spud 16
Karenanne Millburn Shadow 15
Adam Sutton Renaldo 12
Karenanne Millburn Barkstripe 12
JUVENILE OWNED DOE
Holly Storey-Smith Pancake 27
Holly Storey-Smith Ashley 26
Holly Storey-Smith Black Beauty 13
Holly Storey-Smith Galaxy 9
Liam Rose Tiddler 7
Corinne Rose Mink 5
Holly Storey-Smith Choco 5

(d) signifies that the rat is a Dumbo
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ERC Show & Event Calendar
2006/7
NFRS Shows with ERC Agility

3 September 2006
London Championship Show pet day,
Reading.

23¢ September 2006
Buckenham Show, Norfolk.

For all the above Agility entries will be
taken on the day, 70p per rat. Rosetfés 1
— 8" place in each class (Adult Owned
Buck, Adult Owned Doe, Juvenile Owned
Buck, Juvenile Owned Doe)

NOTE: Rats entered in the NFRS variety
show are NOT eligible to compete in the
agility.

For variety show entries check the
N.F.R.S websitevww.nfrs.org

Non-NFRS Shows and Socials

12" November 2006
ERC Autumn Show, Colchester.

25th March 2007
ERC Spring Show, Tunbridge Wells.

We have received repeat invitations to
Parham and Blackwater, and a new
invitation to attend a show at Tolleshunt
D’Arcy.

Bathing Rats

Jan Everett

Recently | had to bath an elderly rat for
the first time. In the past she has only had
her tail cleaned and she has never been too
keen on this procedure, usually making
her escape inside the neckline of my T-
shirt as quickly as possible. | was con-
cerned that a more extensive wash would
prove very stressful for her. Then | hit
upon the idea of using a microfibre clean-
ing cloth to dry her. This worked really
well — | cuddled her in the soft microfibre
cloth and her fur was dry in next to no
time. | certainly wouldn’t use anything
else in the future.

I know microfibre cloths have been around
for quite a while, but up until now | had
never really believed the claims made for
them. | bought a pack of 20 for a little
more than £10 from a well known ware-
house. (Costco) The cloths are sixteen
inches (approx. 40 cms) square with a
towelling like pile, but this morning | saw
something similar, perhaps not quite as
good quality, in the supermarket for £1
each.

Articles required for the Autumn
issue of the Newsletter

Letters, Stories
Pictures, Questions etc

Send to Nick
e-mail
editor@estuaryratclub.org.uk
Mail
18 Seagers, Great Totham, Maldo
Essex CM9 8PB

s
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